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Preparatory Talks Chairmen To Chair Codesa 


M53011100891 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0948 GMT 30 Nov 91 


{By Neil Lewis] 


[Text] Johannesburg Nov 30 SAPA—The majority of 
participants at the preparatory meeting on Saturday [30 
November] morning for the Convention for a Demo. 
cratic South Africa (Codesa) overwhelmingly agreed that 
Mr Justice Ismail Mahomed and Mr Justice Petrus 
Schabort—the present co-chairmen of the “talks about 
talks’—should preside over sessions at the December 
20-21 conference. It has already been agreed that Codesa 
will be held at the World Trade Centre in Kempton Park, 
and will be attended by South Africa’s major political 
parties and organisations. 


A source within the African National Congress [ANC] 
told SAPA the debate over the chairmanship was at 
times “strenuous”. “We proposed that the two judges 
also chair the Codesa session. The government instead 
proposed that the chief justice chair the session. "The 
Pan Africanist Congress, however, wanted a neutral and 
international figure, said the ANC source. 


All the sessions are closed to the news media assembled 
at the hotel, and journalists have to obtain their infor- 
mation about the talks behind the closed doors from 
various informed sources in the lobby. 


According to SAPA’s ANC source, the government 
apparently later conceded that the two judges should 
chair Codesa’s sessions. 


Apparently, the participants are still haggling over who 
should open the ceremony—with the ANC said to have 
rejected government suggestions that the chief justice 
should perform the ceremonial opening and saying that, 
instead, delegates should merely attend and that the day's 
proceedings should begin with the chairmen officiating. 


The ANC source expressed pessimism that the planned 
agenda would be completed that day, with all the hag- 
gling over the chairmanship. “We have haggled and 
battled over this issue of the chairpersonship—an issue 
we thought could be settled within half an hour. It has 
taken us more than two hours.” 


When the debate began, the two judges were asked to 
recuse themselves and remained in the lobby outside the 
locked conference hall as their nominations were being 
discussed. The conference also agreed that Chief Justice 
M M Corbett would open Codesa and welcome the 
delegates. He would only have a ceremonial function. 


PAC Deputy Briefs Media on Preparatory Talks 


MB3011124391 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1156 GMT 30 Nov 91 


[By Neil Lewis] 


[Text] Johannesburg Nov 30 SAPA—PAC [Pan- 
Africanist Congress] Deputy President M° 
Moseneke on Saturday [30 November] after 


“kgang 


©. said 
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the proceedings during the two-day preparatory meeting 
had shown there was no firm Patriotic Front position on 
issues Addressing a press briefing after the PAC delega- 
tion dramatically left Saturday's proceedings, Mr 
Moseneke said they hoped to clear up the Patnotic Front 
relationship despite his accusations that the ANC 
[African National Congress] and the SA [South African] 
Government had supported each other against ihe PAC. 


Asked whether the organisation had left the preparatory 
meeting because of pressure from grass roots, the PAC 
deputy president agreed that there were differences 
within but that the organisation was still alive and well 
and was gaining growing support. “Obviously we are a 
democratic organisation, and there would be differences 
of views about the way forward. That is why we are 
holding a special congress on December 16 in Cape 
Town to chart the way forward.” 


Mr Moseneke said they would hold wide consulations 
with foreign government leaders as well as internatioual 
bodies such as the Organisation for African Unity to put 
their point of view across. “We will brief them again and 
again on our position and evaluate what the process 
holds in store.” 


Asked what was the final straw that made the delegation 
walk out, Mr Moseneke did not pinpoint any specifics. 
“We fought long and hard and our delegates were valiant 
and tactful, and we suspect that but for the collusion, we 
may have won several points. However we lost on key 
issues. We will now return to our constituency to seek a 
fresh mandate.” 


He was non-committal on whether the special PAC 
congress in Cape Town would mandate the leadership to 
attend the Convention for a Democratic South Africa 
(Codesa) on December 20-21 in Kempton Park. 


Mr Moseneke strongly denied charges that his party's 
suspension of participation in the preparatory talks 
would “marginalise” it. “We have a high level of 
activity. We take ourselves seriously and history will 
judge if we are marginalised.” 


Returning to the question of the Patriotic Front and its 
future, Mr Moseneke pointed out that the PAC was a 
co-founder. “The Patriotic Front has to be left in place. 
The PF is a relationship beneficial to the liberation 
movement and we are working harder than ever to 
synchronise our position. It is sufficient to say we are 
building on that relationship. 


“It is a relationship that cannot be rosy all the time.” 


At the press briefing, Mr Moseneke was flanked on his 
left by his publicity secretary Barney Desai, and on his 
right by General Secretary Benny Alexander, who made 
a surprising public appearance after staying in the back- 
ground since the start of the talks on Friday. 
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ANC Denies Codesa ‘Informal Interim Government’ 
M0212151991 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1245 GMT 2 Dec 91 


[By Adnenne Carlisle} 


[Excerpt] Johannesburg Dec 2 SAPA—The African 
National Congress [ANC] on Monday [2 December] 
denied that the Convention for a Democratic South 
Africa (Codesa) would become an informal interim gov- 
ernment, contrary to reports. An ANC representative 
said that Codesa was to be held to discuss the formation 
of interim government arrangements. It would not itself 
become an interim government. The ANC was opposed 
to this idea, he added. 


His assertion is supported by decisions taken at the 
weekend preparatory talks near Johannesburg, which 
was attended by 20 political parties, organisations and 
governments. Delegates agreed Codesa would discuss 
transitional arrangements, an interim government or 
transitional authority, the implementation of decisions 
taken by Codesa and the time frames in which this would 
be done. 


While it may be true that Codesa will not become an 
informal interim government, it will still pack political 
clout. Decisions taken by the convention are likely to be 
moved through Parliament in the form of legislation. 
The only opposition it is likely to meet there will be from 
the Conservative Party which has indicated it will not 
take part in Codesa. 


Whatever else Codesa may or may not become, it has 
been hailed by nearly all parties as the beginning of real 
negotiations. Constitutional Development Minister Dr 
Gerrit Viljoen aptly described Codesa, which is sched- 
uled to take place on December 20 and 21 at the World 
Trade Centre in Kempton Park, as the “real McCoy”. 
The ANC’s secretary-general, Mr Cyril Ramaphosa, also 
said the succesful conclusion of the preparatory talks 
marked the beginning of real negotiations. [passage 
omitted] 


Azapo Official Says Preparatory Talks ‘Betrayal’ 
MB3011195091 Johannesburg S4PA in English 
1901 GMT 30 Nov 91 


[Text] Thohoyendou Nov 30 SAPA—The highly- 
publicised preparatory meeting of the all-party confer- 
ence was a crucial step in the betrayal of working class 
interests, Azanian People’s Organisation [Azapo] execu- 
tive member Mr Enos Nephawe said on Saturday. 


Mr Nephawe was speaking to several hundred Azapo 
members at Sibasa, outside Thohoyandou in Venda. 


He said the final outcome of negotiations “will be the 
sharing of political rights”. 
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“Political freedom is not enough for the millions of 
disadvantaged black workers who have been ruthlessly 
exploited through the capitalist system.” 


Mr Nephawe was applauded when he echoed the organ- 
isation’s policy of non-collaboration “with the govern- 
ment and its creations”, saying that was the main reason 
Azapo was not part of the so-called “Partrict*c Front”. 


Azapo and several white mghtwing organisations have 
refused to attend the preparatory talks about negotia- 
tions, which were held near Johannesburg on Friday and 
Saturday. 


Lashing out at the press, Mr Nephawe said: “The liberal 
press is going Out of its way to create an impression that 
the only progressive thing to do was to enter into talks 
with the government. 


“As if they care about Azapo, the press warn us that we 
will be margianalised if we shun the negotiations. 


“The truth is that to negotiate under the present condi- 
tions is to betray our people and to legitimize economic 
exploitation.” 


Azapo Assails Participants in Preparatory Talks 
MB0212172691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1418 GMT 2 Dec 91 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 2 SAPA—Accusing the African 
National Congress [ANC] of misleading the public, the 
Azanian People’s Organisation [Azapo] on Monday [2 
December] issued a statement attacking all participants 
in the weekend preparatory conference about negotia- 
tions. The Pan Africanist Congress [PAC]—which 
walked out of the talks on Saturday—was also slammed 
ior meeting “the bantustan and tricameral puppets” in 
Johannesburg on Fricay and Saturday. 


In October Azapo was ejected from meetings convened 
by the ANC, the PAC and other organisations, to try and 
form a so-called “patriotic front” [PF] prior to last 
weekend's preparatory talks. Azapo did not attend 
Friday and Saturday's meetings. 


On Monday Azapo President M: Pandelan: 
Nefolovhodwe said a true PF had not been formed in 
October. Homeland leaders and organisations partici- 
pating in the racially-segregated tricameral Parliament, 
who had attended the PF gatherings, had shown in the 
past months that they were “still glued to their master— 
the De Klerk regime”. 


Mr Nefolovhodwe then referred to PAC allegations 
made last week that the ANC and the South Afncan 
Government had secretly made agreements prior to the 
all-party talks. He repeated the PAC allegations and 
accused the ANC of misleading the public by pretending, 
“that these matters were not agreed upon prior to the Jan 
Smuts... meetings”. 
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He warned that the talks would lead to an interim 
government consisting of the “ANc, the regime and the 
regime’s puppets”. “Azapo and those who are fighting 
for the total liberation of black people should brace 
themselves for another fight,” Mr Nefolovhodwe said. 


The South African Government's strategy was to divide 
the liberation movements and it was “quite thrilled” at 
separating the ANC from organisations such as the PAC 
and the National Union of Mineworkers at the weekend, 
the Azapo president alleged. 


He called for a consultative meeting “between those 
organisations and liberation movements which are com- 
mitted to the total transfer of power from the minority to 
the majorty to map oul a common strategy”. This had to 
be done before “a section of the liberation movement 
finds itself swallowed by the regime and imperialist 
strategy of divide and rule”. 


“The only negotiations that Azapo and the Black Con- 
sciousness Movement of Azania are prepared to enter 
are those that will deal with the transfer of power from 
the minority to the majority. 


“Such talks should take place at a neutral venue and be 
chaired by a neutral mediator or chairman,” Mr 
Nefolovhodwe concluded. 


Council of Churches Head on Preparatory Talks 


MB0312081191 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2003 GMT 2 Dec 91 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 2 SAPA—The “successful con- 
clusion” of last week's preparatory all-party meeting at 
an hotel near Johannesburg represented a “phenomenal 
watershed in the struggle of the people in this country for 
a non-racial and democratic South Africa”, the general- 
secretary of the SA [South African] Council of Churches 
[SACC], the Rev Frank Chikane, said on Monday [2 
December]. He said in a statement in Johannesburg that 
for the first time in the history of the country there now 
was a possibility that all the people would be partici- 
pating in a process meant to determine their common 
destiny irrespective of their race. 


“This goes a significant way in realising resolutions of 
the successive annual national conferences of the SACC, 
as well as numerous acts of protest against ‘kragdadig’ 
[power] and racialist politics of apartheid rule which the 
church in South Africa has mounted for decades,” Mr 
Chikane said. “Realising that we are now standing at the 
threshold of a new era in South Africa, we commit 
ourselves to fervent prayer that this entire process, which 
should lead to the adoption of a new constitution for our 
country, shall be conducted in a spirit of love.” 


He said the church prayed that those political parties, 
from both the left and the right, which were still outside 
the present process, should reconsider their positions 
and be present at the conference on December 20-21. 
“The SACC remains seized to its task of working for 
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reconciliation and justice. and will continue to offer its 
services tu all processes which are directed to the cre- 
ation of lasting peace and freedom for all in South 
Africa,” Mr Chikane said. 


Bophuthatswana Front Opposes Mangope Role in Codesa 
MB0312181591 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1605 GMT 3 Dec 91 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 3 SAPA—The 
Bophuthatswana Broad Front [BBF] on Tuesday [3 
December] threatened to embark on a campaign against 
President Lucas Mangope’s involvement in future delib- 
erations of the Convention for a Democratic SA [South 
Africa] [Codesa], formerly the all-party conference. The 
newly formed front, which comprises ANC- 
COSATU-SACP [African National Congress/Congress 
of South African Trade Unions/South Afncan Commu- 
nist Party] infrastructures in the homeland, said in a 
statement that Mr Mangope had no constituency. 


“Given that situation, we wonder what and who he 
hopes to represent at the all-party conference.” the 
statement said. “He certainly does not belong there.” 


Mr Mangope sent a three-man delegation to last week- 
end’s preparatory talks and is expected to make a per- 
sonal appearance at the Codesa. 


BBF official Mr George Madoda said in a separate 
interview the front had the support of the ANC- 
COSATU-SACP alliance’s national leadership, and that 
the organisation would keep the tripartite informed of 
the “people's” opposition to Mr Mangope’s presence at 
constitutional talks. “We are going to ensure and seek 
the support of our national leaders to see to it that 
Mangope does not get away with it,” Mr Madoda said. 


The BBF was founded in Rustenburg on November 2 by 
a cross-section of anti-homeland organisations, prima- 
nly ANC-aligned. 


ANC Assails PAC for ‘Storming Out of Talks 


Mandela Comments at News Conference 


MBO0112165991 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1612 GMT 1! Dec 91 


[By Raphael Banda} 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec | SAPA—The African 
National Congress [ANC], castigating the Pan Africanist 
Congress [PAC] for storming out of negotiations prepa- 
ratory talks, disclosed on Sunday the PAC had held 
secret high-level talks with the government, a disclosure 
that could embarass the militant movement. 


ANC President Nelson Mandela, addressing a news 
conference at his Soweto home. called the PAC’s walkout 
on Saturday “‘a classic storm in a teacup.” 
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“I am not prepared to spend sleepless nights over it,” 
said Mr Mandela, hours before he was scheduled to leave 
the country for a working visit to the United States. 


ANC Secretary General Cryil Ramaphosa, reading a 
statement, told the news conference Justice Minister 
Kobie Coetsee had removed the veil over the secret 
meetings between the government and the PAC, which 
has consistently reyected any dealings with Pretoria. 


“It came as a surprise for us to learn from Minister 
Kobie Coetsee on Friday at at the preparatory meeting, a 
charge that the PAC did not deny, that there have been 
repeated secret meetings at the highest level between 
themselves and the PAC,” he said. 


“At a private level, some of their (PAC’s) leading offi- 
cials admit that such meetings have been held,” he 
added. 


Mr Ramaphosa, charging the PAC had entered the talks 
on Fnday and Saturday with a mind to walk out, 
branded the move “pure showmanship”. 


Mr Mandela dismissed the PAC action and said it would 
not have any serious impact on negotiations which get 
off [as received] the ground on December 20. 


“The foward move towards a democratic South Africa 
does not depend on the attitude of the PAC...nor can 
they do anything to slow down that process,” he said. 


The PAC delegation stormed out of the preparatory 
meeting on Saturday after accusing the ANC, its partner 
in the Patriotic Front, of colluding with the governm- 
nent. 


Mr Mandela sought to minimise the damage the accusa- 
trons could have on their alliance that buried decades of 
political nvarly. 


“We don't think the Patriotic Front is going to be 
weakened. The Patriotic Front does not consist of the 
PAC and ANC alone,” said the ANC leader. 


“The PAC alleges collusion between the government and 
the ANC in order to create the perception that they are 
the true revolutionaries of our country,” said Mr Rama- 
phosa. 


He added: “A wide gulf exists between their (PAC) 
rhetoric and their actions. We experienced similar pos- 
turing and manoeuvres in the preparations and holding 
of the Patriotic Front.” 


Mr Mandela, conceding the threat mghtwing posed to 
President F.W. de Klerk, he pledged his organisation 
would do all in its power to consolidate his position. 


“He 1s the only person we can negotiate with...we are 
keen to do anything in our power to strengthen his 
position,” he said. 
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In other points, Mr Mandeia said he would appeal during 
his US tnp for internationa) assistance for the return of 
political exiles and their reintergration. 


“The government has expressly refused to make a con- 
tribution... will be calling upow the international com- 
munity to make a contribution.” He said. 


During the trip he is expected to address the General 
Assembly of the United Nations, meeting U.S. President 
George [as received], among other engagements. He was 
scheduled to leave at 8 PM. 


Further on Mandela News Conference 


MBO112190991 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1800 GMT 1! Dec 91 


[Text] The ANC has accused the PAC of stage-managing 
a storm in a tea cup. ANC Secretary General Cyn 
Ramaphosa said the PAC’s protests and walkout yes- 
terday disguised the fact they'd been having meetings of 
their own with the government. At a news conference at 
his home in Orlando West today, ANC President Nelson 
Mandela said he was losing no sleep over the PAC’s 
actions, as that organization could no longer slow down 
the negotiating process. 


[Begin recording] [Mandela] Not ordy that, as we pre- 
dicted before, that the PAC is going to take part in this 
process and they are going to negotiate with the govern- 
ment. We want to repeat here that the PAC is going to 
attend Codesa [Convention for a Democratic South 
Africa]. 


[SABC reporter Isabelle Oosthuizen] Referring to the 
Conservative Party [CP], Mr. Mandela said the ANC 
regarded white fezrs as genuine, not academic, and was 
keen for the CP to become part of the negotiations. Mr. 
Mandela said he also believed that the solidarity of the 
CP would be corroded as the process developed. 


[Mandela] The fact that people like Koos van der Merwe 
have, in maintaining the point of view inside the Con- 
servative Party, that they of the Conservative Party must 
take part in the negotiations, and that if they don't there 
is a danger that they may be sidelined, is a very good 
indication of what is happening inside the Conservative 
Party. 


[Oosthuizen] Mr. Mandela also aired his concern that 
President De Klerk might lose a white referendum. 


[Mandela] If he ignores their verdict his whole moral 
position might be affected. However much we may 
condemn him for what is the perception, mght or 
wrongly, that he 1s playing a double game, he has got a 
double agenda, nevertheless, he is the only person with 
whom we can negotiate a new constitution for the 
country 


[Oosthuizen| Shortly af xr the news conference Mr. 
Mandela left for a week-long trip to the United States. 
He will be meeting, among others, with President George 


FBIS-AFR-91-233 
4 Decer:her 1991 


Bush, Texas Governor Anne Richards, business leaders 
and actor Bill Cosby. Mr. Mandela said he would be 
making an appeal to the international community to 
contribute to the return and rehabilitation costs of 
political returnees. [end recording] 


ANC Press Statement on PAC Walkout 


MBO0212172791 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0658 GMT 2 Dec 91 


{SAPA PR Wire Service: “ANC [African National Con- 
gress} Press Statement on PAC [Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress} Statements and Walkout” issued by African 
National Congress on | December] 


{Text} African National Congress [ANC] 


ANC Press Statement on PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] 
Statements and Walkout 


The African National Congress considers the behaviour 
and statements of the PAC, both in the run-up and 
during the preparatory conference, to be di-aonest, 
destructive and manipulative. 


The PAC has vociferously and repeatedly stated that it 
will not negotiate with the regime. The ANC has long 
placed on public record our view that the PAC will 
participate. This has happened through their attendance 
at the preparatory meeting. The patiern is clear. For 
whatever reason, at the public level, the PAC continues 
with the posture of non-negotiations and walkouts, while 
using the negotiations the ANC has embarked on as its 
vehicle into the process. 


It is clear that the PAC came to the preparatory confer- 
ence with a decision to walk out. We have no doubt that 
this was pure showmanship, and that they will return to 
participate in Codesa [Conference for a Democratic 
South Africa] on 20 December. Furthermore, we are 
convinced that they will continue to operate in the same 
way t..at they started, merely using the forum as a public 
plattorm. This stage-management of issues to suit such 
narrow ends is regretable, especially at a time when it 1s 
essential to resolve the grave problems facing our 
country. 


The ANC and the PAC have established consultative 
mechanisms which include the Patriotic Front Liaison 
Committee. We again express our regret that the PAC 
did not see fit to meaningfully use these channels pricr to 
making infamous allegations against the ANC. It has 
therefore become necessary for us to place the following 
on record. 


Given the urgent need to address the serious situation 
facing our country, the ANC, in the run-up to the 
preparatory meeting, held extensive briefings and con- 
sultations. In this process discussions were held with 
religious leaders, civic organisations, COSATU [Con- 
gress of South African Trade Unions], homeland leaders 
and parties, the Democratic Party, Labour Party, NIC 
[Natal Indian Congress] and TIC [Transvaal Indian 
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Congress], the diplomatic corps and other representa- 
tives of governments, as well as other formations. 


Extensive bilateral discussions were held with the PAC 
itself. The opinions and agreements reached in these 
consultations guided the ANC in its meetings with the 
National Party/government, meetings that all those 
involved, as well as the public at large, knew were taking 
place. 


We believe that these were not only essential, but they 
made possibie the successful conclusion of the prepara- 
tory meeting. 


iu our bilateral discussions, both with regard to the 

Patriotic Front and outside its framework, the PAC 

endorsed the positions the ANC was putting to the 

government. Furthermore, the PAC committed itself to 
certain positions, including that: 

— Given their difficulties within the organisation, they 
would put their position regarding international con- 
venors on the table to satisfy their constituency, but 
would be willing to accept the consensus proposal of 
independent convenors. 

— Similarly, with regard to the venue, they would merely 
State their position but undertook to support the 
proposal for a neutral venue inside the country. 


Once again their posturing is clear. A wide gulf exists 
between their rhetoric and their actions. We experienced 
similar posturing and manoeuvres both in the prepara- 
tions and holding of the Patriotic Front [PF]. Once 
again, the decisions of the PF are being distorted. For 
instance, there was no decision at the PF that the venue 
would be outside South Africa, or that international 
figures would convene the conference. 


The PAC alleges collusion between the government and 
the ANC in order to create the perception that they are 
the true revolutionaries of our country. This is in keeping 
with their conduct throughout their existence. With this 
mindset their actions become destructive and self- 
seeking. 

The PAC also requested to accompany the ANC to 
various meetings with the government. Our response was 
that it was necessary for them to arrange such meetings 
for themselves. Therefore, it came as a surprise for us to 
learn from Minister Kobie Coetsee on Friday [29 
November] at the preparatory meeting, a charge that the 
PAC did not deny, that there have been repeated secret 
meetings at the highest level between themselves” {the 
PAC. At press conferences and public meetings the PAC 
has continued to deny such secre: .eetings have taken 
place. However, at a private level, some of their leading 
officials admit that such meetings have been held. 


We repeat: The ANC has not, and will not, negotiate 
behind the backs of the people. Our meetings with the 
government arc known to all. Our commitment is to 
ensure that the people of South Africa, through all their 
political formations, determine the destiny of this 
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country. The process of consultation and report-backs, 
both within our owr organisation and across the political 
spectrum, will cotinue. At our initiative, the prepara- 
tory meeting agreed without dissent that all the plenary 
sessions of Codesa will be open to tl. + media, and we will 
endeavour 19 ensure that they are broadcast live, and in 
full, to the enti. 2 nation. 


As we enter this new and most challenging phase of 
struggle to achieve a democratic South Africa, we recog- 
nise the hopes and fears of all our people lie in our hands. 
None of us can afford the luxury of clinging to party 
political interests. It is the national interest that should 
guide our every action. Anything less is ‘playing with the 
lives of the people of South Africa.” 


The time has come for all parties and organisations to 
deal with problems arising in the way forward on the 
basis of frank discussions and honesi positions. Nothing 
less will take our country into a future where we can talk 
of the unity of our people. 


Mandela 3 Dec Address to UN General Assembly 


MB0312194991 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1654 GMT 3 Dec 91 


[SAPA PR Wire Service: “Statement of the President of 
the African National Congress, Nelson Mandela, at the 
UN General Assembly: December 3, 1991."’— issued by 
Afncan National Congress} 


[Text] Statement of the President of the African 
National Congress [ANC], Nelson Mandela, at the UN 
General Assembly: December 3, 1991. 


Your Excellency, Mr. Samir S. Shihabi, president of the 
General Assembly, Your Excellency, Dr. Javier Perez de 
Cuellar, secretary general of the United Nations Organ- 
isation, secretary general elect, Mr. Butrus Ghali, Your 
Excellencies, permanent representatives to this organisa- 
tion. 


Friends, ladies and gentlemen: 


We would like to thank you most sincerely for giving us 
the opportunity to address this 46th session of the 
General Assembly as it discusses the question of South 
Africa. 


We say this because we are acutely aware and deeply 
appreciative of the role that this organisation has played 
since its foundation in the struggle for the emancipation 
of our people from the tyranny of racial oppression. 


We meet here today shortly betore the political forma- 
tions of our country gather together in a “Convention for 
a Democratic South Africa”, to begin the process that 
will lead to the adoption of a democratic constitution. 


As our country starts on its final lap towards the reali- 
sation of the goals enshrined in the UN Charter, the 
Declaration on Human Rights as well as the Declaration 
on South Africa adopted by this assembly two years ago 
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this month, the leadership of the ANC thought that it 
was important that we should come back to New York to 
share with you our views on the subject of your agenda. 


Mr. President: 


Thanks to the (?constant) efforts of our people and 
governments and peoples represented here, South Africa 
has embarked on its own race to normality. 


We can see rising on the horizon the new glorious entity 
which shall no longer be spoken of as the pariah among 
the nations, the detestable example of what 1s impermis- 
sible in the ordering of human relations. The homeland 
of a crime against humanity. 


We are beginning toe see emerge a new country which, 
because it arrives so late at the festival of liberty, must 
surely value freedom like the apple of its eye and strive 
hardest to live up to the dream of all humanity 
throughout the ages for emancipation. prosperity, hap- 
piness and peace. 


We envision a South Africa which hall, in all respects, 
belong to all who live in 1, black ard white. Its political 
life will be governed by a thoroughgoing democratic 
constitution, based on the principkh of one person one 
vote, without any distinction on grounds of race, colour, 
gender or creed. and without any element whatsoever of 
racial domination and discrimination. This will bring to 
its demise the present Constitution of South Afica 
which this organisation categorised as null and void. 


We also want to see entrenched all the necessary provi- 
sions ensuring the fullest possible protection and 
advancement of the fundamental human nghts of every 
South African citizen, as part of this and to ensure the 
rule of law, there will have to be created an independent 
and non-racial judiciary, as visualised in earlier docu- 
ments adopted by the General Assembly. At the same 
time, the new South Africa will have to address the 
burning question of mass poverty, which afflicts millions 
of our people, especially the black population. Also to be 
dealt with as a matter of urgency are, of course, questions 
of the gross racial imbalances in the distribution of 
income, wealth, land and opportunity. 


It 1s Common cause among the majority of our people 
that the political settlement we seek to reach cannot 
survive for very long if these questions, relating to the 
standard of living of the people as a whole and the 
quality of life, are not addressed. 


That is why the issue of the growth of the economy and 
its restructuring to serve the needs of the entire popula- 
tion, has to be an integral part of the process of the 
reconstruction of South Africa as a democratic. peaceful 
and stable country. 


The new South Africa will, of course. seek to normalise 
its relations with the rest of the world. In this context, we 
must make the point that we fully respect the position 
spelt out in the General Assembly consensus declaration 
on South Africa, concerning the conditions that our 
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country must meet, to provide the basis for an interr- 
tionally acceptable solution of the South Africar ques- 
tion and for its full integration among the community of 
nations. 


Such integration would undoubtedly have to take full 
account of the fact that we are an integral part of the 
region of southern Africa and an integral part of the 
Continent of Africa. 


In a world in which regional associations of various 
kinds have become an important part of the system of 
international relations, the new South Africa will seek to 
bring whatever it can to the process of strengthening 
both the region of southern Africa and our con‘unent as 
a whole. 


But of course, the reality is that we have not yet liberated 
our country. It is still ruled by a white minority regime, 
under an apartheid constitution. Therefore we are faced 
with the continuing challenge to pursue the struggle until 
freedom is won. 


It has now been agreed that the “Convention for a 
Democratic South Africa”, to which we have referred 
should be held as of the 20th of this month. This will 
mark an important step forward in the process leading to 
a negotiated resolution of the political problems facing 
our country. 


As you are undoubtedly aware, the convention will 
discuss such matters as the principles that will underlie 
the new constitution, the mechanism to draw up this 
constitution, an interim government that will take 
charge of the country until a new democratically elected 
government is formed, the reincorporation of the ban- 
tustans into South Afinca, the time frame for the transi- 
tional penod as a whole, and the role of the inte-national 
community 


As you can see, these are all very important matters on 
which we will seek speedy decisions. 


Of decisive naportance to the work of the convention 1s 
the requirement that the ruling National Party makes a 
commitment that the decisions of the convention will be 
given legal force. Uniess this 1s done, the convention will 
be no more than a mere talking shop. Obviously, this 
cannot be allowed. 


In the aftermath of the conclusion of the work of the 
convention, we will need to move as quickly as possible 
to establish the constitution-making body. 


In our view, this should be an elected constituent 
assembly. Once established, we see no reason why this 
assembly should not conclude its work of drawing up the 
new constitution within the year. 


Precisely because we have not as yet reached the goal of 
liberation towards which all of us have striven, we 
believe the there 1s need for continued international 


pressure to ‘ncourage speedy movement forward 
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towards ending the system of apartheid. Sanctions *here- 
fore continue to be important. 


At the same time we believe that such sanctions should 
be lifted in phases corresponding to actual progress being 
achieved within South Africa. The two major phares 
ahead of us would be delineated by the establishment of 
the interim governme ‘t and secondly, the election of the 
new government in terms of a democratic constitution. 


We would therefore urge this assembly and its member 
States to handle the issue of sanctions in this manner. We 
are convinced that this is the best way to use this form of 
pressure to realise our common objective of securing a 
speedy end to the system of apartheid. We appeal to you 
all to heed the voice of the oppressed on this matter. 
They who, after all, asked you to come to their assistance 
by imposing these sanctions. 


It is also critically important that the international 
community should support the peaceful process leading 
to the democratic transformation of South Africa. We 
are pleased that the UN as well as other international 
Organisations will be invited to send observers to the 
Convention for a Democratic South Africa. 


This will put the people of the world in a better position 
to help determine the precise ways by which they can 
support the peace process in our country. The point, 
however, also needs to be made that this organisation, 
representing the nations of the world, has always taken a 
firm position as an opponent of apartheid in favour of 
the perspective spelt out in its own charter and the 
declarat‘on on human rights. 


We would therefore expect that as it participates in the 
political processes in South Afnca in whatever way it 
does so, it will be doing so as a combatant for democracy, 
justice and peace. Mr. President, 


Your Excellencies: 


Your are also aware that in our quest to end the violence 
against the peop) -, which has threatened to derail the 
peace process, various formations in our country, 
including the ANC, signed a national peace accord 
almost three months ago. 


This 1s a ¥ery important t and should con- 
tnbute to the establishment of a climate free of violence 
and therefore conducive to free political activity. 


We would like to take advantage of this occasion to 
reiterate the call we made when we signed the peace 
accord, that the international community should take 
gach measures as it deems fit to censure and sanction any 
organisation in South Afnca that by fomenting violence. 
acts in a manner contrary to the purpose of the accord. 


This will greatly help in the process of creating a climate 
free of violence, as was visualised in the 1989 consensus 
declaration on South Afnca. 
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The new South Africa will also need to embark on an 
extensive program of socio-economic transformation. 
This will be necessary both to address existing needs and 
to ensure the permanence of the democratic politica: 
outcome of the process of negotiations. 


It will clearly be impossible for us to carry through this 
programme of socio-economic changes by relying exclu- 
sively on our own resources. We will therefore require 
the support of the international community. Tais sup- 
port should be seen as part of the completion oi the task 
of ending the apartheid crime against humanity by 
helping us to dismantle the apartheid system and liqui- 
dating its destructive consequences. 


We would therefore urge this organisation to take the 
necessary decisions and make the relevant preparations 
which will enable it to enter this area of activity as soon 
as the situation permits. We would argue that your direct 
intervention will be necessary as soon as we establish the 
interim government to which we have referred. 


As was agreed earlier, the United Nations High Commis- 
sion for Refugees [UNHCR] had to intervene before this 
to assist in the process of the repatriation of exiles. We 
are very pleased that the UNHCR has now set itself up in 
the country. 


We are also keenly interested that the UNHCR should 
help us to resettle these returnees. T° is is going to require 
considerable resources, especially in the light of the fact 
that the overwhelming majority of these have to be 
reintegrated with urban communities. 


We therefore renew our appeal both to this organisation 
and its member states to extend generous assistance to 
the UNHCR to enable it to carry out this very sensitive 
humanitarian programme. In this regard, we hope that 
the UNHCR will receive such assistance from other 
agencies of the United Nations as it may need to enable 


it to Carry out its task properly. 
Mr. President: 


Democratic South Africa will :ejoin the international 
community in a situation in which a new world order is 
being born. As this new order will of necessity impact on 
our own destiny, we cannot avoid commenting, however 
briefly, on what we believe it should be. 


It is our view that this new world order should be 
characterized, among other things, by: 


—A democratic system of international relations; 

—Respect for the nght of nations to self-determination 
and independence, 

—Respect for human nghts; 

—The elimination of poverty, deprivation, and eco- 
nomic backwardness, 

—Ending the practice of the resort to force to settle 
international disputes, as well as, 

—Protection of the environment, 

—Strengthening and democratising the institution of 
this organization to ensure that it plays its role as one 
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of the principal architects of that rew world order. The 
world 1s becoming ever move interdependent. What 
each one of us does as an independent nation impacts 
on others. We have therefore no choice but to build a 
system of relations which, while it guarantees such 
independence and seeks to exclude the possibility of 
one country imposing its will on anothe:, creates the 
possibility for each to have a meaning(ul say ‘n how 
we should live together in one peaceful, stable, pros- 
perous and free world. 


This outcome cannot allow a situation in which the form 
and the content of the new «orld order is decided by 
some and has to be accepted by the rest. If we proceed in 
this manner, we will continue to build conflict and 
instability into the world order, however much we might 
describe it as new. 


Equally, there can be no new world order while some are 
super-rich while others remain abysmally poor. Indeed 
the very struggle for democracy and human rights 
throughout the world is made more difficult precisely by 
these levels of poverty. 


Clearly, what might appear an almost superhuman effort 
has to be made to address the issue of gross imbalances 
in the world economy, which have resulted in such - 1s as 
negative growth rates for many countries, an onerous 
debt burden, and declining standards of living. 


The issue of disarmament and the elimination of 
weapons of mass destruction remains one of the impor- 
tant issues of the day. We would therefore like to 
commend those countries concerned for progress that 
has been made in these areas and encourage them to 
register even more forward movement towards the final 
resolution of these questions. 


In this regard, we would urge the Internatio” al Atomic 
Energy Authority [as received] to move with all speed to 
inspect the nuclear installations in our country to ensure 
full observance of the provisions of the Nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty. 


For the resolution of these and other questions, there can 
be no doubt that this organisation must play a central 
role. To do so successfully it must become truly an 
instrument in the hands of all member states, without 
any feeling that they ere mere pawns. 


The reality of the matter is that there is no institution 
other than this organisation, and its various organs, 
which can provide the means by which to build an 
equitable and stable world order. To play this role, it 
must itself enjoy the support and respect of all states 
throughout the world and function effectively and effi- 
ciently. 


We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
his excellency Dr. Butrus Ghali on his election to the 
high post of secretary general of the United Nations 
Organisation and wish him success in all his endeavours. 
On him will fall the task of leading the processes which 
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have begun of placing this organisation on the sort of 
footing which will enable it to play the role we h2ve been 
speaking of. 


Permit me, Mr. President, in the name of the African 
National Congress and on my own behalf, to pay tritute 
to the out-going secretary-general, his excellency Lr. 
Perez de Cuellar, for his sterling performance at the helm 
of this international body. His outstanding efforts in the 
search for world peace have contributed .nmensely to 
the realisation of this world body's primary principles 
and purposes. We are also highly gratified by the role he 
has played ir assisting us in our search for peace in South 


We wish him well in his future endeavours. 


We would also like to urge that everything be done as 
quickly as possible, in the context of the decisions of this 
organisation and the OAU, to carry out the measures 
that are necessary to resolve the conflict in Western 
Sahara. 


Equally, we would like to salute all those who have been 
and are involved in the process of searching for a 
negotiated, just and stable peace in the Middle East, an 
important element of which is recognition of and respect 
for the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. We 
wish them speedy movement forward in the effort to 
reach a comprehensive settlement. 


We also wish the people of Cambodia success in their 
own efforts, supported by the UN, to bring to a close a 
dark chapter *~ their history during which millions of 
innocent people have been butchered like wild beasts. 


We look forward to the resolution of other conflicts in 
the world such as those in Afghanistan, Cyprus, East 
Timor and elsewhere. We hope that thi: organisation 
will play it: historic role of a peacemaker to help resolve 
these and cther conflicts. 


Mr. President: 
Your Excellencies; 


We are taking the final steps towards ending the apart- 
heid system of white minority domination. Acting 
together, we have the possibility to bring into being a 
new country which you will be proud and happy to 
readmit into the ranks of this assembly. 


As we have done in the past, let us continue to act in 
concert so that we achieve our common purpose as 
quickly as possible. Through our common victory over 
the apartheid system in South Africa, we will also strike 
an important blow against racism in general, which 
seems to be raising its ugly head in other parts as weil. 


By its involvement in the struggle to liberate our people, 
not only has this organisation been true to the purposes 
for which it was founded. It will thereby also help to 
build a new country which will make its own contribu- 
tion to the creation of a new world order of equality 
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among the nations, the defence of human rights, devel- 
opment and prosperity for all, peace and stability. 


We thank you all for the contribution you have made to 
bring our country and people to where we are today. We 
count on your continued support and involvement until 
our common victory has been achieved. 


Thank you. 


PAC President To Urge Continued UN Sanctions 


MBO03 12090991 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
0500 GMT 3 Dec 91 


[Text] The PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] leader, Mr. 
Clarence Makwetu, has said he will insist that United 
Nations sanctions against South Africa should not be 
lifted. Mr. Makwetu condemned Japan and Finland for 
lifting economic sanctions against South Africa. He also 
said that President George Bush had acted prematurely 
by lifting the comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act, 
because South Africa failed to comply with all condi- 
tions. 


SACP Changes Congress Venue Due to Security 


MB0212145891 Johannesburg SAPA in Engiish 
1330 GMT 2 Dec 9i 


[By David Greybe] 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 2 SAPA—Security reasons 
have forced the South African Communist Party [SACP] 
to change the venue of its first legal congress inside the 
country since it was banned in 1950. The four-day 
congress, which starts on Thursday [5 December], will 
still take place in Johannesburg, but the venue will only 
be made known on Tuesday, the SACP said at a pre- 
congress briefing in the city on Monday. 


Except for the financial report and commissions, the 
entire congress proceedings will be open to the media. 
Building the party and a new party programme are 
expected to be the main issues for debate by the 400 
delegates, representing over 20,000 signed-up members 
in 300 branches. The SACP aims to double its member- 
ship within the next few years. 


“What we are looking at is obviously not a party which 
would have the same number of people as the ANC 
[African National Congress], SACP national organiser 
Charles Nqakula told the briefing. “We are not going for 
that kind of massive part, 


“We are looking at both the concepts of a mass party and 
a vanguard party ... Striking a balance between the two.” 
The SACP leadership wanted “a party of activists”, not 
a party of sleeping members. 


A name change, as has happened with some communist 
parties across the world since the collapse of communist 
rule in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union, was not up 
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for debate at the congress. The SACP was a socialist 
party and was therefore concerned with its defence and 
promotion. “Our own programme remains socialism 
and of course the defence of socialism, and the defence 
of socialism in this case means an effort on the part of 
the SACP to revive the international communist plat- 
form,” Mr Nqgakula said. 


The SACP would work to increase solidarity with com- 
munist parties worldwide—“‘in particular we are going... 
for solidarity with Cuba”. Mr Nqakula said the main 
reason for targeting Cuba for solidarity was because of 
that country’s contribution “to our own revolution”. 
“But they do also need our support,” he said. “*Particu- 
larly in their hour of need,” he added, referring to the 
deepening crisis in Cuba since massive Soviet Union aid 
began drying up recently. ‘We owe them a debt.” 


Communist Party representatives from more than a 
dozen countries, including three from Cuba, have con- 
firmed they will attend the SACP’s eighth national 
congress. Significantly though, the list provided to the 
media on Monday did not include the Soviet Union or 
any East European countries. Mr Nqakula explained 
they had been invited and were still expected to attend 
the congress. 


Countries which had confirmed they would attend 
include China, France, Israel, Italy, Portugal, Senegal, 
Mozambique, Reunion, Austria, India and Nicaragua. 


Mr Ngakula insisted that there was still a role for the 
SACP in South Africa. “In this period of negotiation the 
party primarily is going to be alert to the possibility, and 
I am laying emphasis on possibility, that the workers’ 
interests might be subverted,” he said. “The party is 
going to be there and make sure that that kind of thing 
does not occur.” 


It was not possible to say whether or when the SACP’s 
alliance with the African National Congress would end. 


The SACP was committed to both the policies of nation- 
alisation and a mixed economy, Mr Nqakula said. He 
added though that the congress would debate these and 
other issues in detail. Ratification of a nev constitution 
was also on the agenda. 


The collapse of communism across the world had 
encouraged debate within the party and morale was high 
at present, he maintained. Party membership had grown 
from some 5,000 at the beginning of the year to around 
23,000 now, he said. The SACP was officially relaunched 
inside South Africa in July last year. 


Leadership elections at the congress will be conducted by 
secret ballot, based on nom:nations subinitted by the 12 
regions. The party will no longer have secret members 
after the congress. 


SACP Secretary-Genera: Joe Slovo will not stand for 
re-election—he is working fulltime for the ANC—but it 
is expected he will be elected to the position of party 
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chairman. The congress will end on Sunday with the 
announcement of a new and public leadership. 


New Congress Venue Named 


MB03 12175991 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0843 GMT 3 Dec 91 


[By David Greybe] 


[Text] Johannesburg Dec 3 SAPA—The South African 
Communist Party’s [SACP] first legal congress inside the 
country since it was banned in 1950 will be held at 
Nasrec—National Exhibition Centre, just outside Johan- 
nesburg. Security reasons had forced the SACP to change 
the venue, the party announced on Monday [2 
December]. 


The four-day congress, starting on Thursday, would be 
held at Nasrec under the strictest security, SACP Central 
Committee member Essop Pahad told SAPA on 
Tuesday. The original congress venue had been the 
Safari Hotel in Berea, Johannesburg, he added. 


Security reasons and a sudden surge in the number of 
delegates, international guests and media representatives 
had forced the change, Mr Pahad said. 


Press Reviews on Current Events, Developments 


Press Review for 2 Dec 
MB0212134091 


[Editorial Report] 
SUNDAY TIMES 


Success for Proportional Representation—*When the 
formal process of drafting a new constitution for South 
Africa began on Friday the worst, in a sense, was already 
behind it. The fact that the major parties, with only one 
important exception, could | 2 vrought to the table in an 
atmosphere of reasonable amity was success enough. 
But, half-hidden in the wings, was a greater success: even 
before DP [Democratic Party] leader Zach de Beer had 
proposed two judges to act as joint chairmen of the 
preparatory meeting, all the major parties were agreed on 
a system of proportional representation,” starts the page 
28 editorial in Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in 
English on | December. “It is hard to exaggerate the 
importance of this agreement. Proportional representa- 
tion has gradually come to be recognised on all sides as 
the appropriate system for a society as diverse and as 
deeply divided as ours.” Proportional representation 
ensures that “each party will be represented in Parlia- 
ment (and almost certainly in regional assemblies) in 
proportion to the number of votes it gathers; “‘repre- 


sentation of minorities, in proportion to their strength, 
without requiring and legal definition of a minority”. 
“The incentive for cross-cultural or principled political 
alignments is obvious.”’ Also, “the commitment to a bill 
of rights is universal. So is commitment to some form of 
regional government, to an independent judiciary, and 
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of course to a non-racial franchise.” “Underlying the 
early success is the realisation, almost universal in South 
Africa, that we must have democracy if we are to avoid 
civil war.” “The greatest pressure towards success is 
exerted by the horror that will surely accompany fail- 
ure.” “That said, there is no need to be naive. The 
negotiating parties are deeply divided on points which 
are not trivial...nor must we expect the contest to be 
confined to the negotiating chamber—it will spill into 
the streets, into the workplace, into any and every arena 
where one or another party thinks it can gain advantage 
by stooping to conquer. Such tribulations may be 
endured with equa.iimity if we cling to the thought that 
Yugoslavia’s people, already plunged into the madness 
which we hold at bay, are not half so fortunate.” 


SUNDAY STAR 


Commitment Means No Turning Back—“There can be 
no turning back now. Nearly all the parties at the 
exploratry talks which ended in Johannesburg yesterday 
committed themselves firmly to constitutional negotia- 
tions. For that South Africans can heave a collective sigh 
of relief,” states the page 18 editorial in Johannesburg 
SUNDAY STAR in English on | December. “The talks 
were fraught with dangers of possible collapse,...yet 
reason and compromise prevailed, except for the PAC 
{Pan-Africanist Congress] walkout the talks proceeded as 
well as could be expected in the circumstances. It is 
highly commendable that the remaining participants 
have committed them selves to next month’s indaba. It 
indicates maturity and a preference for negotiation over 
bloodshed. The compromises made all round indicate 
somewhat smoother sailing ahead when a new order is 
structured.” “The PAC, despite its walkout, has not 
turned its back completely on the talks. The organisation 
plans to consult its following to seek a mandate to 
proceed with the negotiations. While that may be a 
decision inspired by democracy—it is difficult to see 
why the search for a mandate was lef. so late—the PAC 
and, for that matter, the Conservative Party, the Boer- 
estaat Party and Azapo, must all know that sectional 
interests cannot override the broader national issues. It 
is not too late for parties and organisations hostile to the 
peace process to reconsider their opposition. Indeed, the 
ideal opportunity and forum to raise their objections to 
the talks are offered by the talks themselves.” 


THE CITIZEN 


Warning for Government To Avoid Secret Deals With 
ANC—*“The government cannot afford to be seen to be 
involved in any secret deals with the ANC [African 
National Congress],” warns the page 6 editorial in 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 29 
November. “For one thing it would look like the two are 
deciding the future without reference to anyone else.” 
“There is 2 lesson in this for the government and for the 
ANC and that is they must be completely open in any of 
their contacts and discussion. They must not give any 
impression that they might be trying to settle the future 
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between them, for if they do, the negotiations will 
flounder and so will the hopes of a peaceful settlement.” 


THE STAR 


Sufficient Consensus Concept Useful—Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 2 December in a page 10 
editorial says: “The concept of sufficient consensus 
proved its usefulness at the historic preparatory confer- 
ence which cleared the way for the start of substantive 
negotiations for a peaceful settlement at the first meeting 
of the Convention for a Democratic South Africa 
(Codesa). Most decisions, including the adoption of the 
name, were not taken on the basis of consensus. The 
PAC offered counter-proposals on most issues but was 
overruled under the doctrine of sufficient consensus.” 
Organozations that are thinking of staying out of the 
talks should realize that “with or without them, the 
settlement will be made. By staying out they marginalise 
themselves without preventing the settlement.” “The 
PAC, disgruntled by the rejection of its proposals, should 
not withdraw petulantly. PAC leaders should try to 
persuade the participating parties to their viewpoint and 
thus convert a minority position into one which com- 
mands a sufficient consensus.” 


Cali To Dismiss Health Minister Should Not Be 
Ignored—“Health Minister Dr Rina Venter will not, of 
course, be sacked: the South African Government 
doesn’t work that way. But the fact that an influential 
and basically conservative body such as the SA [South 
African] Medical Association can demand her dismissal 
so forcibly speaks volumes about the sorry state of the 
country’s health services. The call should not be 
ignored.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Need To Temper Talks Optimism—Johannesburg 
BUSINESS DAY in English on 2 December in a page 6 
editorial says “there are good reasons for South Africans 
to concur with the sense of achievment expressed by the 
19 political parties which emerged satisfied from this 
weekend's preparatory meeting.” The mood at the 
meeting demonstrated “a general willingness to seek 
solutions to technical differences rather than to use them 
as pretexts for demonstrations of political muscle.” 
However, there is “‘a long way to go. It is easier to make 
concessions on symbolic, procedural issues (the NP’s 
{National Party] unwillingness to let go the springbok 
notwithstanding) than on substantive questions.” 
“South Africa deserves a reason for good cheer this 
December. But we should take care to temper this 
optimism with realism about the difficulties that lie 
ahead.” 


SOWETAN 


All Organizations Urged To Join December Talks— 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 2 December in 
its page 10 editorial believes it was “wrong” for the 
Conservative Party and the PAC not to be part of the 
newly-formed Convention for a Democratic South 
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Africa, Codesa. “After all these years the ruling party has 
shown its willingness to sit down with other South 
Afncans and work out a new constitution which will be 
fair to all. The game has become serious. What emerges 
from the talks late in December will, like it or not, form 
the base of the way in which this country is going to be 
ruled for the next few years at least. Organisations such 
as the PAC simply have to be there, as much for their 
own sakes as for the sake of the whole initiative.” 


Press Review for 3 Dec 
MB03 12130691 


{Editonal Report} 
THE STAR 


Negotiations Optimism, Realism Needed—-“There is 
not much danger that South Africans will go overboard 
in their optimism following the successful preparatory 
negotiations at the weekend,” declares a page 18 edito- 
nal in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 3 
December. “But a draught of optimism, tempered by a 
dash of realism, is in order. The meeting did, indeed, 
represent a form of interim government in embryo, and 
it held together despite the PAC [Pan-Africanist Con- 
gress] walkout and the CP/HNP/Azapo [Conservative 
Party/Reformed National Party/Azanian People’s Orga- 
nization] boycott. The bulk of South African political 
opinion was represented—and because of the construc- 
tive approach adopted by 19 of the 20 delegations, a 
remarkable degree of consensus was achieved, remark- 
ably quickly.” But “gloves-off politicking is both inevi- 
table and necessary when the parties get down to vying 
for crosses on ballot papers. Even before that, a lot of 
fireworks can be expected over the details of ‘transitional 
arrangements’ (this will essentially be a battle between 
the ANC [African National Congress] on one side and 
the NP [National Party) and IFP [Inkatha Freedom 
Party] on the other), and the fast-collapsing Patriotic 
Front will see the ANC and PAC sparring viciously. 
These battles must be distinguished from the real signif- 
icance of the weekend meeting. It lies in the fact that the 
rule-book for the coming political battle is being drawn 
up by consensus, and in gentlemanly and pragmatic 
fashion.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Greater Need for AIDS Seriousness—“There may be 
myths about AIDS, and exaggerations about an 
impending disaster, but even the best case scenanos 
leave no doubt of the crippling damage the disease will 
wreak on societies and economies throughout the 
world,” notes a page 8 editorial in Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on 3 December. “ii is high time 
South Africans took it more seriously.” 


SOWETAN 
Whites Must Come to Terms With New Realities— 


Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 3 December 11 
a page 8 editorial says “White South Afncans need t 
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relax and come to terms with the realities of the new 
South Africa.” “For too long whites have been insulated 
from th: social customs and mores of their majoritarian 
fellow countrymen. Now, however, this ‘splendid isola- 
tion’ is at an end. Whites will have to learn and adapt to 
a new situation quickly. The positive aspect of their 
‘education’ will be the realisation that their fellow South 
Africans are not aliens, after all. They will also find that 
the diversity of culture, an inevitable feature of a united 
South African nation, is not a weakness but a strength.” 


Press Review for 4 Dec 
MB04 12113691 


{Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Talks Preparatory Meeting ‘Euphoria’ Unjustified— 
“The agreement at the weekend on ihe chairmen, agenda 
and participation in the Convention for a Democratic 
South Africa (Codesa) on December 20 and 21 1s a good 
beginning,” notes the page 6 editorial in Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in Engiish on 2 December. However, 
“nothing that happened justifies the euphoria being 
engendered both by major participants and Press comi- 
mentators.” The preparatory meeting, “by its nature, did 
not deal with the nitty gritty of a future constitutional 
dispensation.” 


THE STAR 


Unemployment ‘Time Bomb’—Finance Minister 
Barend du Plessis and Reserve Bank Governor Chris 
Stals “have warned that even the best political settle- 
ment will be useless unless it is butressed economically.” 
States a page 22 editorial in 'ohannesburg THE STAR in 
English on 4 December. The Reserve Bank has described 
unemployment as “a ‘time bomb’ which could seriously 
damage the delicate process of political democratisation. 
“With the number of unemployed people running at 
between 4 million and 5 milion and growi-: rapidly 
every day, the government that comes to power under a 
new nonracial constitution may have to deal with as 
many as 7.5 million jobless men and women. It does not 
augur well for the future of our long-fought-for democ- 


racy. 


BUSINESS DAY 


Communist Party To Make Adjustments—"Like the rest 
of us, the SA [South African] Communist Party [SACP] 
is feeling its way towards an uncertain future,” warns 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 4 
December in a page 10 editorial. “If the party has a 
future, it will be forged not by socialism, or the commu- 
nism to which it hopes socialism will lead& but by 
democracy.” The “greatest of all” adjustments may be 
“the change from a vanguard revolutionary party to one 
having to sell its ideas to a freely voting public. It is not 
going to join democracy’s few winners but its many 
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losers; it is condemned ultimately to declining member- 
ship and depleting funds. Defeat, not victory, is what 
tests democratic convictions.” 


Criticism of Call for ‘Black Christmas’—A second edi- 
torial on the same page says “it has become almost 
traditional for some political leaders to demand suf- 
fering from their followers, usually through boycotts and 
stayaways, as part oY the price for liberation. Thank- 
fully, most organisations have drawn the line at a ‘black 
Christmas’, and people will be left to decide for them- 
selves on how they celebrate the Christian festival.”’ The 
Civics Association of Southern Transvaal “seems to 
have anticipated a negative reaction to the term ‘black 
Christmas’ by adding that the purchase of basic food- 
stuffs and medicines from white-owned shops would be 
in order. It would do better to drop the idea, with its 
vindictive overtones, and call instead for Christmas to 
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be given its true meaning this year, as a time of recon- 
ciliation and goodwill for all South Africans.” 


CITY PRESS 


Call To Prevent Right-Wing Governmeit in Power— 
The National Party “is probably more pleased than 
anybody else about the success” of the preparatory talks 
for negotiations to get underway on 20 and 21 December 
points out a page 12 editorial in Johannesburg CITY 
PRESS in English on | December. This came “shortly 
after their devastating by-election defeat in Virginia. The 
defeat was an indication of a swing to the right by part of 
the white electorate. It was a clear message to the De 
Klerk government that his party will certainly lose 
another whites-only election. The majority of South 
Africans must do everything in their power to stop the 
CP [Conservative Party] or any white mght wing govern- 
ment from coming to power. If these groups insist on 
Staying out of the talks, they must be marginalised.” 
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Angola 


Planning Minister Announces Economic Reforms 


MB1611203091 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 16 Nov 91 


{[Economi: reforms announced by Planning Minister 
Emanuel Carneiro in Luanda on 16 November— 
recorded] 


[Text] Fellow countrymen, the measures that will come 
into effect today fit within the framework of the on-going 
1991 National Plan. In brief, they are as follows: 


Devaluation of the Angolan currency by 50 percent. So, 
$1 will be equal to 90 new kwanzas. 


Introduction of foreign exchange levies with two goals in 
mind, namely the neutrality of the budget when it comes 
to the review of salaries, and the unification of the 
official and parallel markets. This will be a temporary 
measure, and 1s an alternative to the drastic adjustment 
of foreign exchange rates. 


Two foreign exchange levies will be created, namely the 
Fl amounting to 90 new kwanzas, and the F2 amounting 
to 400 new kwanzas. 


There s a number of basic commodities which will not 
be covered by those levies, namely those with fixed 
prices. There will be an S! levy applicable to imported 
commodities of an essential nature, but which do not 
form part of the five commodities with fixed prices. Also 
covered by this exemption are raw materials, and pro- 
duction inputs [preceding word in English]. 


There will be an S2 levy applicable to the other commod- 
ities. 


Introduction of a New Price System. Application of the 
Principle of Collective Price Liberalization. 


Like I said, only five essential commodities will have 
fixed prices. There are other essential commodities, 
namely those covered by the S2 Levy, which will be 
subject to a price system based on trading margins. As a 
whole, the prices of those commodities are not fixed. 
That is, the prices are free. 


When we say that we will apply the principle of collective 
price liberalization, we mean that the prices of basic 
commodities will be regulated during the first phase of 
the liberalization of prices. 


Trading Liberalization. Gradual elimination of basic 
rationing cards. Elimination of the Special and Comple- 
mentary Supply System. End to Payments in Foreign 
Currency. 


The new basic rationing card covers only four products. 
The fifth basic commodity 1s child’s milk which is sold in 
pharmacies. The four products are soap, cooking oil, 
rice, and sugar. All other commodities will have free 
prices. So, there will not be price ceilings. 
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Elimination of Special Supply Systems and Foreign 
Currency Shops. Only one shop will be available to the 
diplomatic corps. Access to other shops will be free to all 
consumers. Special shops will not be allowed. 


Two essential aspects must, however, be taken into 
account. Each shop must be able to cater for its con- 
sumers, and the latter will buy form those shops in an 
organized fashion. Government will ensure public order 
should there be initial problems. These are bound to take 
place. All shops will charge prices in Angolan currency. 
In view of the introduction of the new price system, 
those shops will charge prices very close to those prac- 
ticed on the parallel market. Essential commodities are 
not covered by this measure. 


The question of merging the official and parallel markets 
is extremely important. Our past experience showed that 
often we felt that the availability of products referred to 
all those on sale on the official market. Once the two 
markets are merged in terms of prices, it is obvious that 
psychologically we will believe that the wide range of 
products freely available on the so-called parallel market 
will also be available on the official market. 


The existing balance of foreign currency shops will be 
converted into new kwanzas, using the exchange rate 
plus the F2 Levy. The resulting figure will be regarded as 
a credit fund to be used by the operators of those shops 
until their closure. Those shops will be closed down once 
expenditures are finalized. In any event, any consumer is 
free to enter those shops. 


We would like to mention that government has made a 
major effort in order to ensure the basic supply of the 
four basic commodities which will be entered onto the 
basic rationing card. 


Payment of Salaries. Everybody knows that we used to 
have various types of income in our country. We had the 
nominal salary, and other types of income which we 
cannot describe as supplements because they far 
exceeded the nominal salary. So, the new measures will 
add up all sources of income onto a single nominal 
salary. 


Accordingly, the minimum national salary will be set at 
12,000 kwanzas. A new salary scale for civil servants has 
been approved. 


We would like to point out that enterprises will pay 
salaries to their workers on the basis of an arrangement 
between the employer and the employee, once the min- 
imum national salary has been taken into account. There 
will be no government interference. Those salaries will 
ye fixed on the basis of free negotiations. 


Likewise, we would like to point out that the new salary 
scale for civil servants closes to a large extent the huge 
gap between real income and the value of the existing 
supply system. If we look at our society today, we have 
an extremely big gap in terms of income. We believe that 
the gap will be narrowed once the new salary scale is 
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introduced, even if take into account the salary 
increases. If we compare the new and old salary scales, 
we might be deceived by the fact that the scale has bee: 
widened. In fact, it has been widened in nominal terms, 
but it is far less than the current scale. 


New interest rates have been introduced. The National 
Bank of Angola [BNA] has given details about the rates. 
So, there are no fixed rates, but maximum rates to be 
observed by the BNA and commercial banks. 


Special protection has been given to untraditional 
exporters. This means that except for oil, oil by- 
products, and diamonds, government will encourage 
exporters of other products. The value of exports will be 
based on the application of the new exchange rate plus 
the F2 Levy. This is an enormous encouragement to 
exporters. 


Our country is faced with a troubled balance of pay- 
ments, and we think that that measure will be extremely 
beneficial. 


Another liberalization measure is the buying and selling 
of foreign currency at the rates practiced on the parallel 
market. The BNA has already announced those rates. 


Another issue which we would like to discuss is the 
easing of credit facilities by banks to the entrepreneurial 
sector, as well as varied and priority assistance to 
Angolan economic agents. 


We have said on various occasions that the Angolan 
economy is dependent on the future and capacity of our 
entrepreneurs and economic agents. Government is 
committed to firmly assisting Angolan entrepreneurs, 
and one way of doing that is through bank credits. We 
know that Angolan enterprises are facing a serious situ- 
ation. They have been inoperative for a long time. The 
treasury is also facing a difficult situation which is bound 
to be aggravated if the effects of the new price system is 
not felt shortly. Government will ease the granting of 
bank credits, and will do away with bureaucracy. 


Those measures have been published in the GAZETTE 
OF THE REPUBLIC. The first issue was published 
yesterday, and the second today. So, all those measures 
are legal. They will come into effect as of 18 November. 
The new salary scale is valid as of | November. 


Fellow countrymen, our government has just laid the 
foundations, and taken the first steps toward the future. 
I don’t think anyone doubts that there is no other serious 
alternative. We will give priority to production so that 
we may live better tomorrow. Let us create the necessary 
national consensus around that idea. All forces of society 
must shoulder their responsibilities in order to once 
again defend our fatherland. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 1S 


Finance Minister Discusses Tax, Duty Cuts 


MB1611222291 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 16 Nov 91 


[Statement by Finance Minister Aguinaldo Jaime in 
connection with economic reforms, in Luanda on 16 
November—recorded] 


[Text] There are fiscal charges that fit within the frame- 
work of the measures approved by the government. We 
regard them as eased fiscal measures. So, what 
JOURNAL DE ANGOLA reported today about an 
aggravation of fiscal charges is incorrect. In fact, the 
reverse is the case. 


The government will not introduce any fiscal surcharges. 
We will reduce fiscal charges applicable to economic 
agents and individuals in order to protect their income. 
We are aware of the general price increases of commod- 
ities and services in line with the economic reforms that 
have just been announced. 


In order to illustrate what I have just said, | would like to 
give the following examples. We will drastically reduce 
the consumer tax. Under the old table, a 100-percent 
consumer tax was levied on ordinary wines. The new tax 
is 25 percent. Table wines were subject to a 1 50-percent 
consumer tax, but under the new legislation those wines 
will be charged 30 percent. Sparkling wines paid a 
200-percent consumer tax, whereas they will now pay 30 
percent. The same applies to other alcoholic beverages, 
like whisky, which was subject to a 200-percent tax but 
which will now have a 30-percent consumer tax. I could 
also mention cigars and cigarettes, which will now pay 
30-percent tax. 


Used automobiles more than !0 years old [changes 
thought] so, automobiles as a whole will only pay 10- 
percent tax, compared to 50-percent tax applicable to 
new automobiles valued at 300,000 new kwanzas, and 70 
percent for new automobiles valued at more than 
300,000 new kwanzas. 


So, you can see how we have lowered taxes from 50 and 
70 percent to a single consumer tax of 10 percent. 


In order to give you other examples, i will mention some 
of the commodities in great demand. Black and white 
TV sets and color TV sets, which used to pay 25- and 
30-percent tax, respectively, will only pay 10-percent 
consumer tax. 


I would like to add that the 9-percent customs service tax 
will be lowered to 5 percent. 


The revenue stamp levy will also be lowered. As you 
know, the revenue stamp table had been reviewed. 
Maritime, river, and road passenger tickets were subject 
to a revenue stamp levy up to 30 percent. This has been 
drastically reduced to 3 percent. 


Air transportation and domestic passenger tickets were 
subject to a 30-percent revenue stamp. This has been 
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dropped to 5 percent. International passenger tickets 
paid in Angolan currency were subject to a (7200) 
percent revenue stamp levy. It has been drastically 
reduced to 135 percent. The |.5-percent revenue stamp 
levy paid on international passenger tickets paid in 
foreign currency remains unchanged. 

Finally, I would like to discuss the income tax. The 
Council of Ministers has approved a draft law which 
must still be approved by the People’s Assembly. The 
draft law lowers the income ‘4x of ordinary employees 
and self-employed persons. 


Under the current income tax law, salanes are taxable up 
to 40 percent. We think this is exorbitant. Therefore, the 
draft law to be submitted to the People’s Assembly, and 
which I am sure will be approved, says that income tax 
will not exceed 15 percent. 


What it means in real terms is that the minimum salary 
of 12,000 new kwanzas will be exempted of any income 
tax. Under the present legislation, tax on that salary 
would be 310 new kwanzas. 


A 30,000 new kwanza salary is subject to 2,140 new 
kwanzas in tax under the present law, whereas under the 
new law it will only be subject to 720 new kwanzas. A 
salary of 50,000 new kwanzas is subject to 5,140 new 
kwanzas, but under the draft law that figure will be 
reduced to 1,620 new kwanzas. A salary of 72,500 new 
kwanzas today requires payment of 9,240 new kwanzas 
in tax, whereas under the new law that figure will drop to 
2,973 new kwanzas. A salary of 100,000 new kwanzas is 
currently subject to 25,740 new kwanzas in tax, but 
under the new law the tax will be 4.620 new kwanzas. 


Just another two examples: A salary of 200,000 new 
kwanzas is today subject to 37,740 new kwanzas in tax, 
but under the new law the figure will be 5,620 new 
kwanzas. Finally, a 500,000 new kwanza salary, which 
today requires 157,740 tax in new kwanzas, will only 
require 54,620 new kwanzas in tax. 


So, that is only an idea of the measures designed to ease 
fiscal charges. It is not a question of fiscal charges being 
increased, as JORNAL DE ANGOLA reported today. 


Government Concludes Benguela Troops’ Confinement 
MB2511170391 Luanda Radio Naciona! Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 25 Nov 91 


{Excerpt} The confinement of government troops in the 
Benguela military region has been concluded. According 
to [first name indistinct} Cardoso, a government 
member of the Joint Verification and Control Commis- 


sion [CMVF], the process went well: 


[Begin Cardoso recording} As for the confinement of 
government troops, we would like to point out that we 
were expecting to confine 5,600 troops. We have already 
confined, however, more than 5,700 troops, which 
means we have exceeded the target. [end recording] 
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As for the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola, UNITA, of the 1,400 troops expected to be 
confined, only 280 are in the process of being confined. 
This was revealed by Brigadier Antero, who is UNITA’s 
head of the CMVF group for the central region. [passage 
omitted] 


Correction to Confinement of UNITA Troops 
MB2911195591 


A rebroadcast of referent item by Luanda Radio 
Nacional Network in Portuguese at 1900 on 29 
November provides the following correction to the item 
headlined “UNITA Troop Confinement Set for Mid- 
December” published in the 3 December Sub-Saharan 
Africa DAILY REPORT, page 19: Column two, first 
paragraph, first sentence, make read: ...troops of the 
People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola, 
FAPLA, is scheduled to... (changing “Armed Forces for 
the Liberation of Angola, FALA,” to “People’s Armed 
Forces for the Liberation of Angola, FAPLA.” 


Botswana 


President Orders Release of S. African Prisoners 


44B04 12114091 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1100 GMT 4 Dec 91 


[Text] President Quett Masire of Botswana has ordered 
the release of 15 South African [RSA] prisoners after 
requests by anti-apartheid groups and the South Afncan 
Government. Announcing this in Gaborone, Radio 
Botswana quoted a statement from the President's office 
as saying that the prisoners had all been convicted of 
crimes under the laws of Botswana. It did not give 
details. The statement said the ANC [African National 
Congress}, the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] and the 
South Afncan Government had indicated that a remis- 
sion of sentences would arsist in the current process of 
reconciliation in South Africa. 


Malawi 


President Banda Opens Parliament 3 Dec 


M B04 12062691 Blantyre Malawi Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1800 GMT 3 Dec 9! 


[Text] His Excellency the Life President Ngwar) jcagie! 
Dr. Kamuzu Banda has said the year 199! has been « 
very successful one economically. The life pressdent was 
speaking today when he performed the state opening of 
Parliament in Zomba. 


In his address the life president noted that despite the 
drought that had affected some parts of the country, 
agriculturally the country has done well. He said most 
crops did well, thereby bringing in the country more 
money. The ngwazi said what was more pleasing to him 
was that the country’s foreign reserves are at a record 
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level and are still msing, and that the country’s commer- 
cial banks also have enough money. 


The life president pointed out that what pleased him 
most was that it is not only the banks that had money but 
people in the villages as well. He said this was so because 
people continued to respond favorably to his appeals for 
hard work in the fields. He said as a result people have 
not only enough money but also dressed well and lived in 
houses that did not leak. 


In his speech, the life president also stated that the 
prosperity the country is experiencing has been possible 
because of the prevailing peace and calm, law, and order. 
He said there is stability in the country because people 
are united and are happy with a one-party system of 
government. He stressed that as far as he was concerned 
the Malawi Government under the Malawi Congress 
Party has, as he put it, delivered the goods. He said as 
such there was no need to change the present system of 
government in this country. 


The life president then thanked donor government and 
agencies for assisting Malawi in its development 
endeavors. 


In his speech, the ngwazi also spoke on the state visit he 
undertook in Tanzania last October, his tnp to Zim- 
babwe, where he attended the Commonwealth heads of 
government meeting, and his two private visits to the 
United Kingdom. He described the visits as very suc- 
cessful and that he was well received wherever he and his 
entourage went. 


Parliament To Decide Party System 


MB04 12085491 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0500 GMT 4 Dec 91 


[Text] Malawi President Kamuzu Banda has said that to 
make a final decision on the one-party state. [sentence as 
heard] President Banda announced that the government 
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had opened this issue for debate and that it would be up 
to Parliament to decide whether the one-party system 
should be changed. 


He affirmed, however, that the Malawian people were 
happy with the regime that has been in power for the past 
27 years. In its September congress, Kamuzu Banda’s 
party, the only political party in Malawi, voted to 
maintain the present system. 


Mozambique 


Government Expels Swedish Diplomat 29 Nov 


MB04 12133891 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 
1100 GMT 4 Dec 91 


[Text] A Swedish diplomat has been expelled from 
Mozambique. The diplomat, Lars Vahlund, was serving 
as second secretary at the embassy in Maputo. An 
(?embassy source) told Radio Maputo that Mr. Vahlund 
left Mozambique last Friday [29 Nov]. 


The source confirmed that Mr. Vahlund had becn 
expelled, but declined to give any further details. 


The Mozambican Foreign Ministry has not yet com- 
mented on the matter. The Mozambique News Agency 
quoted unnamed and unofficial sources as saying that 
the expulsion resulted from an incident in which Mr. 
Vahlund allegedly assaulted a Mozambican policeman. 


Renamo’s Dhlakama Returns From Europe 4 Dec 


MB04 12164791 (Clandestine) Voz da Renamo 
in Portuguese 1500 GMT 4 Dec 91 


[Text] In Gorongosa this afternoon, cadres and thou- 
sands of people warmly welcomed Afonso Dhlakama, 
leader and advocator of democracy in Mozambique. 
who arrived from a tour of Europe and EEC countries. 
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Benin 


Political Party Condemns Events in Togo 


ABO0312221591 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 3 Dec 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Well, President Nicephore Soglo of Benin has said 
that he favors a political solution in Togo rather than a 
military one now being applied. There has also been 
condemnation of the military action from a wide range 
of political parties in Benin, as Karim Okanla reports: 


[Begin Okanla recording] So far, six political parties have 
strongly condemned the bloody coup in Togo. The most 
outspoken of these parties is Notre Cause Commune—in 
English, Our Common Cause—chaired by Mr. Albert 
Tevoedjre, a former presidential hopeful and currently 
an MP [member of parliament]. 


In a radio interview aired this afternoon, Mr. Tevoed:re 
said that it was high time for democratically-minded 
people in West Africa to take action. Mr. Tevoedjre 
expressed concern over the Togolese Army once again 
trying to halt democratization in Afmca. The leader of 
Notre Cause Commune said that the Togolese Army was 
the first in black Africa to stage a coup back in the 60's, 
which ended with the assassination of President Syl- 
vanus Olympio. 


Mr. Albert Tevoedjre talked about mobilizing interna- 
tional military forces to counter the rebels in Togo and 
restore democracy. He also blamed the Soglo govern- 
ment for failing to do something to help Prime Minister 
Kokou Koffigoh since the coup got the way last Fnday. 


The chairman of Notre Cause Commune said that his 
party plans to stage a demonstration tomorrow in Cot- 
onou to support democracy in Togo. Observers here 
believe that Mr. Tevoedjre will officially protest to the 
French and U.S. ambassadors based in Benin 


Meanwhile, two French [word indistinct} aircraft are still 
stationed at the Cotonou Airport. According to reliable 
sources, another French military aircraft took off this 
afternoon from Cotonou at about 1345 GMT after a 
45-minute stopover. Its destination was not disclosed 


In the meantime, the Sogio government has been holding 
an emergency meeting with the French defense minister, 
Mr. Pierre Joxe, since this morning. A statement will be 
issued tonight and the French minister will hold a press 
conference to explain what the French authorities plan to 
do next. [end recording} 
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Burkina Faso 


Compaore Comments on Elections, Other Issues 


AB2411205091 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 23-24 Nov 91 pp 8. 9 


{Interview with Captain Blaise Compaore, head of state 
of Burkina Faso, by FRATERNITE MATIN reporter 
Noel Yao on 18 November in Ouagadougou] 


[Text] [Yao] Both politically and juridically, how do you 
feel about being the only presidential candidate in a 
multiparty system? 


{Compaore] Juridically, there 1s no problem. Everything 
has been spelled out in the constitution, which was 
adopted on 2 June 1991. It is a pity that the opposition 
has taken its present stance, which 1s to boycott the | 
December presidential election. 


[Yao] Are you satisfied with this democratic transition in 
which the opposition will boycott the elections” 


[Compaore] You know, democracy 1s not a race for this 
or that position. It 1s the freedom of expression enjoyed 
by the people. I think everyone will understand this in 
due time. We are keeping in touch with everyone. 


[Yao] With the opposition, too? 


{Compaore] Yes, with the opposition. We have main- 
tained contacts at various levels. 


[Yao] Well, Mr. President, how would you describe the 
current difficulties in your country’s transition process” 
Would you call it a failure, misunderstanding, or just 
incidents? 


[Compaore] As I have often stated, the presidential 
election 1s the perfect national conference. | believe that 
the opposition has miscalculated. We can only accede to 
power through elections, there 1s no other way. Universal 
suffrage is the most perfected sovereign national confer- 
ence. Instead of bringing together 500,000 people in a 
room to work out what type of society there will be. the 
people as a whole are called upon to decide through 
elections what type of society they want. That 1s what the 
opposition has not yet understood. Apart from that and 
regarding the democratic process, we have not observed 
any mayor objections to the conduct and supervision of 
elections. There 1s no other hitch apart from the hubbub 
and misunderstanding over the so-called general stnkes 
and “ghost cities.” and so on. Despite the hubbub. as you 
have noticed here, there 1s tranquillity in Burkina The 
masses have understood that such hard line demands are 
contrary to the provisions of our constitution 


[Yao] So, between two evils—the uncasiness » we 
always feels when one 1s a single candidate in 
elections, and the sovereign national confere h 
entails the msk of a “civilian coup d'etat™ (you havc used 
these terms}—you have chosen the former Wil! this not 
tarnish the image of your regime” 
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{Compaore] I think that even in Ivory Coast, a section of 
the opposition 1s calling for a sovereign national confer- 
ence (laughter). That 1s a common feature of democratic 
countries, you cannot please everyone. But conditions 
have been created for democratic expression, and that is 
the important thing. Over the past few days, we have 
toured the provinces where we realize that the people are 
mobilized behind us so that we will continue with the 
process. 


So, we believe that it is probably not an ideal thing to 
have a single candidate for the presidential elections, but 
let me repeat that the people are not being distracted by 
those strikes and marches in which only about 100 
people at most participate! 


[Yao] In connection with the sovereign national confer- 
ence, you once spoke of a referendum, but nothing 
happened. It is reported that you have fallen back. 


{Compaore] That idea has been superseded because— 
and this 1s the true reason and there 1s no other—it was 
not welcomed by the opposition or even by most mem- 
bers of our group who wanted to go directly to the polls. 


[Yao] If a national conference is requested Mr. presi- 
dent, why do you not grant this request in order to ease 
the tension” 


[Compaore] You should consider the internal evolution 
of each country. In countries where the crisis has 
assumed a great magnitude and where ihe people are 
denied freedom, a national conference can be justified 
because it will take stock of the economy, give the people 
political freedom, work out a political party charter, 
provide press freedom, and so on. We feel that these 
problems have already been solved in Burkina Faso. 
Better still, the opposition took part in the drafting of the 
constitution and appealed to the people to vote for it on 
2 June 1991. It stipulates that the head of state and the 
government shall run the country through the zenod of 
transition and ensure the establishment of new institu- 
tions. How can people then turn around and say a new 
sovereign organ must be created to run the country 
through the transition? That violates the constitution 
and our people are aware of that. That is why, contrary to 
some foreign media reports, dozens of thousands of 
prople—whether in Ouagadougou or in the provinces— 
are mobilizing in order to vigorously reject the idea of a 
sovereign national conference. 


[Yao] Does your country’s agitated history, with its 
numerous coups d'etat, some of which were bloody, not 
require a washing of the dirty linen through an exercise 
such as the national conference? 


[Compaore] We have drafted a constitution which we 
have been implementing. Also, the nationai forum was 
held to draw a balance sheet of the revolution and the 
rectification process. There have been some gains in the 
economic area and these have led us, finally, to embark 
upon the Structural Adjustment Program. So, there has 
been a national forum. In particular, we have set up the 
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electoral commission which has been meeting since May 
1990. This commission has decided that we should go to 
direct elections as stipulated in the constitution. Let me 
say that the Burkinabe trade unions, the business com- 
munity and the Movement for Human Rights were all a 
part of the commission charged with drafting the consti- 
tution. Indeed—and this is the problem—what people 
are demanding today is much more than being given 
power without having to face the ballot box. Let me 
repeat that the constitution forbids that. 


[Yao] Therefore, you alone will be in the | December 
elections? 


[Compaore] Of course, I would have liked going to the 
elections with several other candidates so that the people 
can chose freely and express their support! But going to 
the elections alone in good faith does not disturb my 


sleep. 


[Yao] Generally, what do you think of the transition 
process in Africa: Benin, Cape Verde: Zambia and so on? 
How do you react to the defeat of Kenneth Kaunda and 
the victory of Frederick Chiluba” 


{[Compaore] | think that any political history depends on 
the struggle of the people concerned. Burkina Faso is 
different from Zambia, Cape Verde and so on. The most 
important thing, as far as we are concerned, is the 
restoration of liberties and freedom of the press. People 
must be allowed to freely choose their leaders in a period 
of transition. The rest depends on what “sauce” every 
country uses to go about these changes (laughter). 


[Yao] In other words, Mr. President, you are not 
opposed to political changes” 


{Compaore] No, we believe that is part and parcel of the 
political game. In our constitution it 1s stipulated that a 
presidential mandate shal! be renewable only once. This 
means the maximum period a head of state may stay in 
office is 14 years, after that he must leave. 


[Yao] Do you think it ts normal for a head of state to 
organize elections and lose them”? | am asking you this 
question because some of your supporters have said: 
“We are not in Nicaragua to organize elections and then 
allow ourseives to be beaten. it is win or die...” 


[Compaore] You know, in an election campaign a lot of 
things are said. As far we are concerned, we are making 
sure that the elections are free and fair. For instance, the 
Ministry of Interior has nothing to do with them. A 
commission which is totally independent of the govern- 
ment is responsible for organizing them. The govern- 
ment, | repeat, has nothing to do with the elections. 


[Yao] Mr. President, GERDES-Afrique [Group for 
Studies and Research on Democracy and Economic and 
Social Development in Africa] is reported to have 
offered its services in regard to reconciling the govern- 
ment and opposition. What is the position on that score? 
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[Compaore] | have never heard of it. What is certain 1s 
that whenever there is a situation like the one we are 
going through, there are always men of good or bad will 
(laughter) who come out to offer their mediation. 


[Yao] Four years after you seized power, what is the state 
of Burkina’s economy today” 


[Compaore] It is the same as that of other African 
countnes. We all find ourselves in the same soup: 
worsening in terms of trade. economic crisis. 


[Yao] What 1s left of the revolution today? 


[Compaore] There are a lot of things, material gains, left. 
There are schools, dispensanes, and wells. People have 
water to dnnk. There are immunization campaigns, etc. 
Therefore, the gains are there. We have also made 
achievements in th: area of freedoms. As | already said, 
the revolution tended to repress such freedoms. There is 
nothing wrong with acknowledging that fact. 


[Yao] There is, therefore, a break today.... 


[Compaore] What we are saying is that today we have 
made headway in the area of political freedoms and 
private initiative, even though on the latter aspect every- 
thing has to done on the basis of a “social contract,” a 
social consensus, if the issue of social justice among 
others is not to be left out. 


[Yao] After your re-election, what would be your greatest 
wish for Burkina Faso” 


[Compaore] First, I hope that you come back to cover the 
1 December elections and to report on how they were 
conducted. (laughter) But our greatest wish 1s to concen- 
trate on the economic and social problems. We toured 
the provinces. The masses of the people are mobilizing 
themselves. They have faith in us and our ability to lead 
them. They have always made their problems known to 
us, and there are many. Burkina Faso is one of the most 
backward countnes in the world. The problems are real 
and we believe that a lot of strength and determination ts 
required to overcome them. 


Election Results Published, Lone Candidate Wins 


ABO0312225791 Ouagadougou Radiodiffusion Nationale 
du Burkina Radio in French 1900 GMT 3 Dec 91 


[Excerpts] The provisional results of the | December 
presidential elections were published tonight. They are 
read here by Francois Logbo, chairman of the national 
organizing commission on the elections: 


[Begin Logbo recording] Number of polling stations: 
3494; total number of registered voters: 3,179,053, total 
number of votes cast: 868,038; invalid votes: 117,892; 
number of valid votes: 750,146. 


Candidate Blaise Compaore obtained 750,146 of the 
valid votes. The aforementioned results. that 1s the ones 
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I just gave, yield the following percentages: Valid votes 
86.41 percent: turnout rate: 27.30 percent. abstention 
rate: 72.70 percent. 


Of course, the final results will be published by the 
Supreme Court as stipulated in the electoral code [end 
recording} 


[passage omitted] While awaiting the final results to be 
published by the Supreme Court. Blaise Compaore is 
elected president of Burkina Faso with 86 percent of the 
valid votes. 


After the publishing of these results, several questions 
are posed, including the one relating to the turnout rate 
Even if the turnout rate was low, this does not question 
the legitimacy of the president elected through the valid 
votes. The electoral code is very clear on this: It 1s 
enough for the candidate to obtain $! percent of the 
valid votes in the first round. The candidate here has 
largely passed this limit and garnered 86 percent of the 
valid votes. [passage omitted] 


Liberia 


Interim Legislative Assembly Confirms Ministers 


ABO03 12093691 Monrovia Radio ELBC in Enelish 
0900 GMT 29 Nov 91 


[Text] The acting minister of foreign affairs, Mr. Gabrie! 
Bacchus Matthews, has been unanimously confirmed by 
the ILA [Internm Legislative Assembly}. Others con- 
firmed yesterday were Sonny Sherman, deputy minister 
of foreign affairs for administration, and Timothy Wula. 
director general Civil Service Agency. 


According to the LIBERIAN NEWS AGENCY. they 
simply said the confirmation of the presidential nom:- 
nees was based on their ability to perform in their 
respective areas as well as their sound educationa! back- 
ground. The report that confirmed Mr. Matthews and 
Sherman was submitted by the ILA standing committee 
on foreign affairs headed by Mr. Joe Single Kioh. while 
Mr. David S. Menyongai of Margibi County, who 
chaired the committee on autonomous agencies 
requested the confirmation of Mr. Wula of the Civil 
Service Agency. A white ballot was cast for the confir- 
mation of Mr. Matthews by Maryland County's repre- 
sentative, James K. Giko. 


Mali 


Conference on North Ends 28 November 


ABO0212142391 Bamako Radiodiftusion-Television 
du Mali Radio in French 0700 GMT 28 Now 9! 


[Text] After three days of debate the curtain fell yes- 
terday afternoon on the conference on the north. which 
took place at Segou under the chairmanship of Licu- 
tenant Colonel Soulemane Sidibe, permanent secretary 
of the Transitional Committee for the Salvation of the 
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People [(CTSP]. The path has now been clearei| for the 
Mopt: and Timbuktu meetings, which constijute the 
next stages for the reestablishment of peace in the 
northern region. From Segou., our special correspondent, 
Inba Samake, reports: 


[Samake] War, it 1s said, is the most gnevous cnme 
against humanity but since war omginates in people's 
munds, it 1s in the minds of people that the notion of the 


protection of peace must be developed. as stated in the 
UNESCO preamble on peace. 


It 1s on this connection that about 300 delegates of all 
political leanings examined at Segou ways and means of 
restoring peace to Mali. Peace is the indispensable con- 
dition for the success of the Third Republic whose 
institutions will be established very soon. Two messages, 
which marked the Segou conference, were read before 
the closing speech. 


northern region along with delegates of the other regions 
appealed to the sense of patriotism of the above popu!a- 
tions to immediately cease hostilities to enable the 
restoration of peace and tranquility, indispensable for 
the economic, social, and cultural development of our 
country. 


The second message called the Segou appeal made sev- 
eral peace recommendations. Following these recom- 
mendations, a mission will be set up for discussions with 
the leader of the rebellion in order to reach basic 
principles and practical arrangements aimed at restoring 
peace in the north, which is the basis for national unity 
and terntonal integrity. 


After expressing satisfaction with the results of the Segou 
conference, the CTSP permanent secretary, Lt. Col 
Soulemane Sidibe, chairman of the national committee 
for the organization of the special conference on the 
north in his closing address, stressed the concerns of the 
participants: 


[Begin Sidibe recording] Our conclusions at the end of 
this consultation meeting are based on two main con- 
cerns. We decided to give each and everyone a sense of 
responsibility immediately at the political and institu- 
tional levels. The text on the organization of territorial 
communities is proof of this decision. 


At the economic level, the meeting suggested two types 
of action: an emergency plan aimed at restoring the 
people's trust and which will center on the following two 
acts: food aid and social and health assistance to the 
people; help for the revival of trade; and support for local 
and regional administrations, and the consolidation of 
ongoing programs and projects in the areas concerned on 
the basis of both grass-roots initiative and regional and 
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multiregional development. Thr. «s a medium and long- 
term economic development plan that will set the basis 
for lasting development. 


Ladies and gentlemen, we have ended these first consul- 
tations of Segou with a firm determination to ensure the 
success of future stages. I would like all parties concerned 
to be committed to this aim. The Segou appeal that you 
have just adopted and acclaimed constitutes the national 
expression of peace, security, and reconciliation. It will 
be made public in addition to the other documents. 


I cannot end my speech without thanking the people and 
leaders of the Fourth Region for all their efforts to ensure 
the smooth running of our proceedings. I bid a safe 
journey home to regional delegations and all people with 
goodwill who contributed their precious help to the 
search for solutions for the establishment of peace and 
security in a climate of national unity and territorial 
integrity. This search for peaceful solutions must be 
pursued and strengthened after Segou in order to guar- 
antee every chance of success for the Mopti and Tim- 
buktu meetings. [end recording} 


Nigeria 


Vice President Warns Rights Groups on Transition 


ABO4 1 2073091 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1800 GMT 29 Nov 91 


[Text] The federal government has again warned the 
civil liberties organization and similar bodies against 
negative propaganda on the transition to civil rule pro- 
gram. The vice president, Admiral Augustus Aikhomu, 
gave the warning today at his weekly briefing at Dodan 
Barracks. State House correspondent, Ola Gbolahun, 
was there: 


[Begin recording] [Gbolahun] In a full-page advertise- 
ment in one of the daily newspapers last week the civil 
liberties organization and its allies were so skeptical 
about the federal government's transition to civil rule 
program. Reacting to the publication, the vice president 
said that the federal government was fully aware of the 
activities of these organizations meant to destabilize the 
transition program: 

{[Aikhomu] We are very much aware of the negative 
activities of a group of Nigerians that hide under the 
offices of human rights to foment or draw necessary 
attention to themselves. [Words indistinct] more impor- 
tant issues that will serve the nation than allow ourselves 
to be drawn into a dialogue or [words indistinct] by a 
group of individuals that have not positively contributed 
in the recent past to the development of this country. 


{Gbolahun] Admiral Aikhomu remarked that now that 
the transition program was on course, the security agents 
were up to the [word indistinct] of maintaining law and 
order in the country. He expressed satisfaction with the 
reports received so far about the ongoing census. He 
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Stated that the [words indistinct] for tomorrow will be 
extended to five o'clock in some areas to enable every- 
body to be counted. 


The vice president said that the newly elected local 
government chairmen and counselors would be sworn in 
on the second of next month, while the gubernatorial 
elections would take place on the 14th of December. 


NEC Chairman's Address on Party Primaries 


AB2711113091 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 26 Nov 91 


[Address by Prof. Humphrey Nwosu, National Electoral 
Commission, NEC, chairman, on the recent party guber- 
natorial primaries; date and place not given—recorded] 


[Text] I wish to address you on behalf of the National 
Electoral Commission on the recently conducted polit- 
ical parties gubernatorial primaries. The purpose of the 
primaries is to provide party members at the grassroots 
the opportunity to be actively involved in the process of 
selecting their party flag-bearers in an election. This new 
system is to change the situation that existed in the past 
whereby a few party chieftains and the stalwarts arro- 
gated to themselves the mght to choose such candidates. 


Although the commission viewed the actual conduct of 
the primaries as an internal affair of the parties, it was 
concerned that the exercise be conducted strictly in 
accordance with the constitutional provisions of the two 
parties as well as rules and regulations agreed upon with 
their leadership. 


The NEC was concerned that the two political parties 
should be guided in their primaries by respect for the 
principles of justice, fair play, equal opportunity, and 
grass root participation, all of which are critical elements 
of the new democratic culture which the current Transi- 


tion to Civil Rule Program is engendering. 


In the pursuance of the above objectives, the commis- 
sion held series of meetings with the leadership of the 
parties as part of the general preparations for the prima- 
ries. At the last meetings draft guidelines submitted by 
the parties were thoroughly discussed with a view to 
making their contents and provisions consistent with the 
goals of laying the foundations for a stable and demo- 
cratic polity. 


Fortunately the guidelines, including a step by step 
approach to be followed by the two parties, were 
approved by ihe commission. As part of the commis- 
sion’s public enlightenment campaign, enough copies of 
the guidelines as approved were printed and distributed 
nationwide. 


Fellow citizens, | would at this juncture, like to acquaint 
you with the summary of some of the major decisions 
reached with the parties with regard to the conduct of 
their primaries. Among other things it was agreed that an 
authenticated membership list for each party must be 
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compiled and updated for every ward. The ward con- 
gress was to ratify the list prior to the primaries. 


Those membership lists must be used for the accredita- 
tion of all the party members in that ward who are 
entitled to vote in the primaries. To ensure orderliness, it 
was agree that any person whose name was not in that 
list should not be accredited to vote. Poll watchers 
appointed by NEC would be sent to monitor the conduct 
of the primaries and collection results on the spot. 


It was held that all the above taken together with other 
provis‘ons in the approved guidelines provided a suffi- 
cient framework for free and fair primaries in all parts of 
our dear country. Indeed, the commission had hoped 
that the exercise would help to consolidate the gains 
already recorded in the march towards 1992. 


Reports available to the commission from most parts of 
the country indicate that during the 19 October 199! 
primaries and the subsequent run ups in all repeats 
conducted since then, the majority of party members 
were generally peaceful, orderly, and law-abiding. The 
Situation demonstrates once again the yearnings we all 
have for the emergence of a democratic culture in this 
country. 


The peaceful manner in which citizens comported them- 
selves in the voting process also demonstrates the fact 
that we all have gradually built hope in the ability of the 
current transition program io lay the foundation for that 
evolution. 


However, the NEC is highly disturbed by the various 
reports of widespread electoral malpractices and frauds 
perpetuated during the conduct of primaries throughout 
the country. Certain reports from our field officers 
suggest that these malpractices in varying degrees were 
perpetrated by both parties in virtually all parts of the 
country. It is important, however, to recognize that the 
degree as well as the dimensions of the malpractice and 
frauds varied from state to state. 


Putting all information available together, the following 
irregularities and/or malp-actices among others were 
carned out during primaries: 


A. Nonavailability of membership lists in many voting 
centers: In many voting centers the parties failed to 
provide an authenticated membership list to be used to 
determine who was a registered party member and was, 
therefore, entitled to vote. 


B. The failure in many of the voting locations to carry 
out accreditation as stipulated in the guidelines and as 
jointly agreed upon by the parties and NEC: This irreg- 
ularity is closely tied to the failure to provide member- 
ship lists as  «ccreditation is difficult, if not totally 
impossible, without such lists. 


It is pertinent to observe, however, that even in some 
wards where membership lists were in fact submitted, 
accreditation was, nevertheless, ignored. This situation 
created a free for all atmosphere in which nonparty 
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members, including in some iastances, non-Nigerians as 
well as underaged individuals participated in the prima- 
ries. 


This strategy of allowing or encouraging unqualified 
persons to queue up to vote led to the rampant situation 
observed in many wards whereby the total number of 
votes recorded were far greater than the total number of 
registered party members for the wards. Indeed, in some 
states, the total votes recorded for a party was almost 
equal to the total r aber of registered voting population 
of those states. 


C. The use of, or the attempt to use membership lists 
other than the ones previously submitted to the commis- 
sion: In a number of poiling units the officials used or 
attempted to use party membership lists totally different 
from the one whose copy had been submitted to us. In 
some wards, the primaries did not hold as various g) oups 
could not agree on authentic lists to be used. 


D The arbitrary and unauthorized change of voting 
venues: Contrary to provisions of the approved guide- 
lines in many wards the venues of the primaries were 
arbitrarily changed from ones previously publicized. 
These changes, our investigations reveal, were usually 
carned out on the morning of the primaries. 


The consequences of this ‘rregularity were many. On the 
one hand, many voters who were unable to identify the 
new venues became disfranchised. On the other hand, 
NEC poll watchers could not monito the conduct of the 
exercise in the wards where such shifts occurred. 


E. Blatant corruption and inducement of voters: 
Instances of bribery involving the use of money to buy 
votes even right at the polling centers were reported from 
many parts of the country. Other inducements used by 
the candidates included provision of food, (funds) and 
the transportation of voters to polling centers. 


F. Falsification and alteration of figures and results: The 
commission has sufficient evidence on the fact that 
presiding or the returning officers on their own and/or in 
collusion with other individuals arbitrarily changed fig- 
ures of votes [word indistinct] recorded. Votes cast for 
candidates favored by them were inflated to give such 
candidates a winning advantag> over others. 


Figures of votes cast were unilaterally changed without 
regard to the wishes of the people as demonstrated in the 
actual votes cast. In many instances wide discrepancies 
exist between the figures and the results recorded by our 
poll watchers at various levels and ones finally 
announced. 


G. Refusal to give copies of the results to NEC. Contrary 
to the agreement reached before the primaries, in many 
areas, the party officials refused to give copies of authen- 
ticated results to the commission's poll watchers. Indeed, 
at some polling centers, the poll watchers were literally 
chased wway. These situations made it easier for figures 
to be ch.nged and falsified. 
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her malpractices and irregularities confirmed by our 
investigations include campaigning openly for candi- 
dates right at the voting venues, the crossing of queues 
after they have been formed, the refusal in some cases by 
party officials to declare the results on the spot as well as 
the disappearance of some of these officials during or 
immediately after collection of figures, resulting in long 
delays in the announcements of the outcome of the 
voting in some states. 


Fellow Nigerians you will agree with the NEC that these 
are very serious issues about which we should all feel 
most concerned. Uniess checked the negative trends 
already set in motion with these malpractices and irreg- 
ularities are capable of nullifying the tremendous gains 
already made in the process of laying a solid foundation 
for a stable and democratic Nigena This must not be 
allowed to happen 


We must not allow the mordinate ambition of a few 
Nigerians to gain and contro! power by all means, ruin 
the bright political ar“ democratic evolution of this 
country. Political chuve.. wence. intimidation, fal- 
sification of figures contraan ‘> ars determination. At all 
time, the will of the peopic. as really expressed, must 
prevail. This 1s the essence and the spirit of democracy. 


Fresh primaries in some states. T aking al! the preceding 
together, the NEC has taken a number of key decisions 
on the outcome of the prmanes. Exercising the powers 
conferred on it by Decrees 23 and 25 of 1987 as 
amended, and algo Participation in Politics and Elec- 
tions Miscellaneous Provisions Decree 48 of 1991, the 
commission has, in the interest of justice. fairplay and 
the need to ensure the evolution of a credible electoral 
system in which all Nigerians can continue to repose 
confidence, canceled the results of the primaries of the 
two parties in those states where reports indicate massive 
and large-scale rigging, falsification of figures, and other 
malpractices. 


The states and political party primaries affected are: 
Adamawa, SDP [Social Democratic Party] primaries; 
Anambra, both political parties’ primaries; Enugu, both 
politica’ parties’ primaries, Imo, SDP primaries, Jigawa, 
both political parties’ primaries; Kano, SDP primaries; 
Kogi, SDP primaries, Lagos, SDP primaries; Rivers, 
both political parties’ primaries. 

NEC will supervise, emphasis, supervise the primaries of 
the two parties scheduled for December 3 1991. The 
political parties are hereby directed to hold fresh prima- 
ries in the states affected on Tuesday, Decernber 3 1991. 


The commission has also given serious consideratiwi: to 
the wide-ranging negative effects the contest for power in 
the last primaries by the key political actors have had on 
the states concerned. The styles adopted for these con- 
tests by the aspirants have resulted in sharply dividing 
and polarizing the states. Such (‘type of) coercion has 
become stretched almost to a snaj.ying point. These 
actors have individually and or collectively provided the 
[words indistinct] for these negative cleavages in their 
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states. We have, therefore, reached the decision that for 
a new start to be made through the conduct of fresh 
primaries in the states, those individuals who were the 
major [words indistinct] in the October 1991 primaries 
and the various runner ups and, repea*, should not be 
allowed to contest in the December 3 1991 exercise. 


In the interest of the nation, the transition to civil rule 
program, legitimacy, justice and fairplay. peace and 
unity, survival and growth of the two political parties, 
and the institutionalization of democracy, the NEC in 
the exercise of its powers conferred on it by Decrees 23 
and 27 of 1987 as amended, and Participation in Politics 
and Elections Miscellaneous Provisions Decree 48 of 
1991, hereby disallows the following persons from par- 
ticipating in the fresh primaries scheduled for Tuesday 3 
December 1991. 


Adamawa State: Alhaji Atikur Abubakar, Dr. Bala 
Takaya 

Anambra State: Mr. Raymond Okechukwu Odunze 

Enugu State: Dr. John Nwuodo, Reverend Hyde 
Onuaaguchi 

Imo State: Prof. Fabian Osuju 

Jigawa State: Alhaji Sule Lamido, Alhaji Yusuf Sani 

River State: Chief Zebulon Abule, Sergeant Chiad 
Awuse 

Lagos State: Prof. Femi Abolajobi and Chief Dakpor 
Sarumi. 


The commission would like to stress once again that this 
decision is not aimed at personalizing any persons. 
Rather, the objective is to steer the society in a purposely 
and positive direction for the benefit of the entire 
country now and in the future. 


To ensure that the December 3 1991 [election] is free 
from the type of massive rigging and fraud that charac- 
terized the first primaries, the commission has also taken 
a number of other key decisions. The highlights of these 
are as follows: 


The political parties must submit an authenticated mem- 
bership list for every ward in the states. The commission 
will ensure that it is only those party members whose 
names appear on those lists that will be accredited to 
participate in the exercise. Where no membership reg- 
ister is produced, primaries will not, emphasis, will not 
hold. The rules and regulations guiding accreditation 
will be scrupulously followed at every polling unit. 
Potential voters will be accredited through any or a 
combination of the following: 


A. Identification of one’s name in the ward membership 
register. 

B. Possession of a party membership card signed by a 
duly authorized party official, and 

C. Possession of duly signed receipt of payment of party 
membership dues. 


The commission will also ensure that the parties submit 
in advance to it or security agencies, the names of all 
presiding and returning personnel who will conduct the 
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primaries in various wards. Similarly, the commission 
will insist that all results must be declared on the spot. 
Any results not announced or declared on the spot at the 
appropriate venues will be declared null and void. 


The commission's poll watchers must be allowed at the 
voting units and at the collection centers. Copies of the 
authenticated declared results must be handed over to 
the poll watchers. For the avoidance of doubt, we will 
like to make it clear that anywhere the poll watcher is not 
given a copy of the results on the spot, such result will be 
declared null and void. The leadership of the two parties 
has been directed to fully brief the officials who will 
conduct the primary on this and other pertinent require- 
ments. 


To ensure that law and order are maintained, security 
will be beefed up at all polling venues. Any unauthorized 
person or nonparty member who shows up at the polling 
or collecting centers will be arrested and dealt with 
according to the law. Similarly, any person who breaks 
the provisions of the electoral laws and the guidelines, 
will also be promptly arrested and dealt [with] severely 
and accordingly. To maximize security, the parties have 
been directed to make available to security agencies the 
list of wards with large party membership so that extra 
and adequate security can be provided for such wards. 


Before I conclude this broadcast, I will like to make a 
special appeal to all politicians and political office 
seekers to put the interest of our dear community and 
nation at large before their own personal ambitions. As 
it has been stressed several times, politics is not a 
do-or-die affair and should not be seen as such. It 
should be viewed as a call to service to the fatherland 
of the people whose will, freely and fairly expressed, 
must be respected at all times. This is the only way the 
ideals and ethics of democracy can become entrenched 
in our political culture. 


Fellow citizens, let me conclude this address by making 
a passionate appeal to all Nigerians to assist the commis- 
sion and the two political parties to make the repeat 
primaries successful and free of those malpractices that 
necessitated the cancellation of some of the previous 
ones. We must refuse to allow ourselves to be used as 
agents of fraud, rigging, the manipulation of figures by 
any person or group of persons. We should all join hands 
to ensure that the gains we have all made so far in the 
Transition to Civil Rule Program are not (?ruined) by 
anybody’s selfish or blind ambition. Let us all do the 
right things right so that our dear country will emerge as 
a stable, virile, and democratic state. 


The NEC will like to emphasize that the gubernatorial 
and state house of assembly elections will still take place 
on Saturday 14 December 1991. 


I thank you for listening and God bless you. 
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Decree To Disqualify Politicians Enacted 


AB0212211591 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 30 Nov 91 


[Text] A decree formally vesting in the National Elec- 
toral Commission [NEC] the power to disallow any 
person from standing for an election has been promul- 
gated. The decree stipulates that such an action will be 
taken if in the commission s Opinion such a person is not 
fit to hold elective office. 


The decree just promulgated by the federal government 
gives conditions under which the candidature of an 
aspirant could be considered. The decree says NEC may 
disqualify any person if his activities are inimical to 
public order and morality. A person can also be disal- 
lowed if he is likely to disturb or disrupt the process of 
democratization, peaceful transition to civil rule, and 
hinder the process of grassroots democracy. The com- 
mission also disqualifies any person whose participation 
in the democratic process would put in doubt and 
jeopardy the legitimacy and credibility of such an elec- 
tion. The decree also gives NEC powers to cancel or 
nullify the results of any primary election presented to it. 
In the event of cancellation, the commission is allowed 
to order a fresh primary. The decree is cited as the 
Participation in Politics and Elections, Miscellaneous 
Provisions Decree 48 of 1991, which amends the prin- 
cipal act. 


The NEC has been empowered to disqualify any candi- 
date enjoying the support of any member of his party 
executive at any level. Any candidate caught using thugs 
will also be disqualified. The director of public affairs of 
the commission, Mr. Tony Iredia, disclosed this to 
newsmen in Lagos yesterday. He said additional guide- 
lines have been approved for the fresh primaries. He also 
announced that the date for fresh party primaries has 
been shifted from Tuesday [3 December] to Thursday [5 
December] next week. Mr. Iredia explained that the 
postponement followed a request by the two political 
parties to enable them make adequate arrangements in 
the nine states affected. 


SDP Chairman Says Powers Granted NEC ‘Threat’ 


AB0212212591 Dakar PANA in English 1029 GMT 
2 Dec 91 


[Text] Lagos, 2 Dec. (NAN/PANA)—Nigeria’s Social 
Democratic Party (SDP) has described the wide powers 
granted the country’s National Electoral Commission 
(NEC) through Decree 48 of 1991, as a “threat to 
democratic process.” 


Addressing a press conference on Sunday, [1 December] 
at the end of the party’s executive committee meeting, its 
national chairman Baba Gana Kingibe said that the 
powers could be abused. “We must serve a note of 
warning that a situation in which the commission can 
disqualify anybody without let co: aindrance on subjec- 
tive unspecified grounds ca‘ only stultify the democratic 
process and erode public confidence in the transition 
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programme,” he said. Kingibe however said his party 
remained committed to Nigeria’s transition programme. 
Kingibe said, “Our party's commitment to and confi- 
dence ii: the transition programme remains unwavering 
and since the programme is a learning process, it remains 
a patriotic duty on the part of the SDP to express 
reservations on some decisions of government which 
might have the opposite effect on the hopes of the 


programme.” 


He said that the party’s national executive committee 
was suspicious of the decision by the NEC to cancel its 
primaries in some states and disqualify certain candi- 
dates from contesting the rescheduled primaries on 
Thursday. 


The chairman said that the disqualifications were unjus- 
tified and partially aimed at destabilising the party. 


Banned Political Aspirants To Remain in Detention 
AB0312125591 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 3 Dec 91 


[Text] Nine of the | 1 persons banned from taking part in 
politics during the transition to civil period are to remain 
in police custody till 16 January next year. They include 
a former chief of staff, Supreme Headquarters, retired 
Major Generali Shehu Yar'Adua, four former governors: 
Abubakar Rimi; Lateef Jakande; Bola Ige, and Christian 
Onoh. Others are two former senators, Sola Rasaki and 
Arthur Nzeribe, a former minister in ti.c Second 
Republic, Elhaji Bello Maitama Yussuf, and an ibadan- 
based pol*tician, Lamidi Adedibu. 


Mr. Justice Fred Ayegbuna of the Transition to Civil 
Rule Program who gave the ruling in Lagos yesterday, 
however, granted two other former governors, Mr. 
Solomon Lar and Chief Jim Nwobodo, concession to 
spend yesterday’s night at their homes in Lagos on 
medical grounds. They are, however, ordered to report to 
the tribunal today, along with their doctors to convince 
the court of the state of their health, which they claim 
was bad. All the detainees were given the privilege of 
seeing their wives and children, as well as a brother, 
whose particulars will be deposited with the inspector 
general of police. The detainees have been charged with 
interfering and participating in politics in spite of the 
ban placed on them. 


Chad Assured of Continued Good Neighborliness 


AB0312092191 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 30 Nov 91 


[Text] Nigeria has assured the Republic of Chad of her 
continued good neighborliness. The vice president, 
Admiral Augustus Aikhomu, gave the assurance while 
receiving a message from the Chadian leader, President 
Idriss Deby, on behalf of President Ibrahim Babangida. 
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The Chadian defense minister, Mr. Abbas Koty, deliv- 
ered the message. Earlier, the envoy had intimated the 
vice president of the democratization program in Chad 
and sought for Nigeria’s assistance. [sentence as heard] 


Sierra Leone 


Fighting in Kalahun Reported; NPFL Accused 


AB2911231091 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 29 Nov 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There have been reports from Sierra Leone this 
week of a fresh flare up of fic’ ting between rebels and 
government forces in the Kasahun district. The reports 
claimed that there was direct evidence of backing from 
Charlies Taylor's NPFL [National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia] in neighboring Liberia, dashing hopes that the 
Yamoussoukro peace agreement would bring an early 
end to the civil war in Sierra Leone. Charles Taylor has 
denied involvement, but today Sierra Leone's new for- 
eign minister, Dr. Ahmed Dumbuya, held a press con- 
ference and openly accused NPFL rebels of fighting 
inside Sierra Leone. From Freetown, Christo Johnson 
telexed this report: 


[Begin studio announcer recording} Dr. Dumbuya con- 
demned the continued attacks made by the rebels into 
Kalahun district and said, and I quote: Despite persis- 
tent warnings to withdraw his men, Charles Taylor has 
continued to violate the sovereignty of Sierra Leone. Dr. 
Dumbuya said that as a result of the renewed attacks, his 
government had expressed its concern to most of the 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] heads of state, including the current chairman 
and president of Senegal, Abdou Diouf. 


Reacting to rumors of links between the Sierra Leonean 
Government and ULIMO [United Liberation Move- 
ment for Democracy in Liberia], Dr. Dumbuya said that 
his government had never officially recognized ULIMO 
as a political force. He added that ULIMO is made up of 
displaced Libernans and that no Sierra Leone national 
had ever been involved. Dr. Dumbuya said that under 
the terms of the recent Yamoussoukro peace accord, 
ULIMO completely withdrew its forces from Liberia. 
But he said that Charles Taylor had been taking advan- 
tage, renewing his offensive against Sierra Leone. In 
response to the renewed attacks, Dr. Dumbuya said that 
his government would present a number of demands to 
ECOWAS. He said thst these included the creation of 
buffer zone between Swrra Leone and Libera, the 
removal of what he called NPFL remnants in Sierra 
Leone, and the removal of warring factions within the 
buffer zone. {end recording] 
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Parliament Ratifies Economic Community Treaty 


AB0312181891 Paris AFP in English 1745 GMT 
3 Dec 91 


|txcerpt] Freetown, Dec 3 (AFP)}—Sierra Leone's par- 
liament on Tuesday [3 December] ratified a treaty estab- 
lishing an African Economic Community. 


In a government motion, Thaim Kamara, the minister of 
state, finance, deve'~~mnent, and economic planning 
[title as received], sz ) treaty would “help integrate 
the economies of Aff. . states and treat all countries on 
an equal footing.” [passage omitted] 


Togo 
Further on Situation in Lome; Military Actions 


Explosions Heard; Residents Comment 


ABO0312174791 Paris AFP in French 1610 GMT 
3 Dec 91 


(By special correspondent Alain Bommenel] 


[Excerpts] Lome, 3 Dec (AFP)}—{passage omitted] All 
the bodies of the 13 killed bore traces of bullet wounds 
except those of two soldiers whose torn flesh suggest that 
they were brought down by shell splinters. 


The downtown area was still practically deserted in 
Lome early this afternoon. A few traders timidly started 
opening their stalls and some people took the opportu- 
nity to buy supplies. The downtown streets are occasion- 
ally patrolled by the military. 


A tank passed on the seaside boulevard in front of the 
working quarter of Be (east of Lome) which, during the 
previous forceful actions by the soldiers, mobilized itself 
in support of the transition government. 


Motionless on his doorstep, a man murmured: “They 
(the soidiers) are doing that to intimidate us. We know 
that if we throw any stones they will shower bullets on 


us.” [passage omitted] 


Another widespread feeling 1s the impression of having 
been “abandoned” by France. On 28 November, Mr. 
Koffigoh asked for military assistance from France. 


“France has abandoned us. The carnage at the Prime 
Minister's Office is France's fault. It would have been 
enough for them to move the French soldiers who are 
waiting for we do not know what in Cotonou,” a sinister 
of the transitional government taking refuge in his villa 
at the edge of Lome stated. [passage omitted] 


[Pans AFP im French at 1728 GMT reports that “17 
people were killed™ in the attack on the seat of govern- 
ment this morning, “according to a source at the hosp1- 
tal.” AFP also notes that “two strong explosions were 
heard around 1700 GMT™ today near the premier's 
office. } 
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Communique Urges Resumption of Work 
ABO312201591 Lome Voix de la Nouvelle Marche 
Network in French 1832 GMT ? Dec 91 


{Communique issued in Lome 3 December] 


[Text] We are hereby reminding you that the curfew 1s 
still in effect throughout the national territory from 1800 
to 0500 GMT. 


On the other hand, the Togolese Armed Forces are 
requesting all professional Togolese to resume work 
tomorrow morning and everyone can go about their 
activities freely. 


However, the Togolese Armed Forces remind the public 
that all borders and airports are closed until further 
notice. 


Eyadema Addresses Nation 


ABO3 12203891 Lome Voix de la Nouvelle Marche 
Network in French 1927 GMT 3 Dec 91 


{Address to the nation by President Gnassingbe Eya- 
dema in Lome on 3 December—recorded] 


[Text] Togolese, for six days our country has been facing 
a very serous crisis. Despite the many negotiations | 
undertook with the prime minister to diffuse the situa- 
tion, one of the stages we wanted to avoid has been 
reached. We regret the casualties and present our condo- 
lences to the bereaved families. 


Al present, the functioning of the transitional bodies, 
notably the government and the High Council of the 
Republic [HCR] are deadlocked. Consequently, the 
prime minister has set up a provisional national union 
government to face the new situation thus created. 


Also, once again, | ask the coupists to withdraw from the 
Strategic points in the capital they continue to occupy, 
notably the radio and the television. | also urge all the 
people nationwide to remain calm so that a peaceful 
solution can be found to this crisis. Long live Togo! 


Koffigoh Orders Provisional Government 


ABO3 12205091 Lome Voix de la Nouvelle Marche 
Network in French 1930 GMT 3 Dec 91 


[Address to the nation by Prnme Minister Koffigoh in 
Lome on 3 December—recorded] 


[Text] Dear brothers and sisters, this morning—3 
December |991—the Palais de Renouveau was attacked 
by armo-ed division elements, supported by hundreds of 
peop’e. The few men in charge of my protection 
defended themselves. We deplore the deaths and inju- 
nes. In order to put an end to the bloodshed, | decided to 
surrender. | was taken to the residence of the head of 
state in Lome II, to which he !ater came. 
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We could not get in touch with the chairman of the High 
Council of the Republic [HCR]. Even in this emotional 
situation, | remain convinced that civil war and violence 
will not solve the problems facing a nation such as ours. 


I see immense sufferings for my people looming on the 
horizon should we plunge irremediably into the logic of 
war. As long as | live, I think that my duty 1s to help 
reason prevail. | hereby extend a brotherly hand to all 
Togolese: civilians and military. It 1s now clear that we 
first should count on ourselves to solve the contradic- 
tions tearing our society apart. Despite our dead and our 
tears, ¢ven now it 1s not too late to come to our senses 
and save our country from chaos. 


Right now, all the transitional bodies are paralyzed, our 
institutions are no longer functioning, the members of 
the HCR are nowhere to be seen. Republican legitimacy 
is in ashes. Therefore, in accordance with Article 68 of 
the constitutional law organizing the power during the 
transition period, and in view of the impossibility of the 
current government to function normally, ! hereby make 
the decision to form a provisional national amon gov- 
ernment capable of restoring republican legitimacy. 


As minister of defense, | hereby order the Togolese 
Armed Forces to return to their barracks in order to 
facilitate the formation of a provisional government. | 
ask civihans from rural and urban areas to maintain 
their calm and serenity in order to prevent our country 
from plunging definitively in chaos. 


lextend my most sincere and deepest condolences to the 
bereaved families. 


Long live the new democratic process! Long live Togo! 


Soldiers Withdraw From Radio Station 


ABO4 12092091 Paris AFP in French 0838 GMT 
4 Dec 9! 


[Text] Lome, 4 Dec (AFP}—Soldiers who were occu- 
pying Lome radio station since 28 November withdrew 
from the premises during the night. This was disck: *d 
today by a radio reporter interviewed by AFP. . io 
confirmation of this statement was available from inde- 
pendent sources at 0800. 


In the message addressed yesterday evening to the 
nation, the head of state, General Gnassingbe Eyadema, 
had ordered the “pustchists” to “withdraw from all 
Strategic points” they were occupying in the capital, 
“notably the radio and television.” 


The radio continued to broadcast a vanety music pro- 
gram interspersed with communiques signed by the 
“Togolese Armed Forces” reminding the public that the 
country’s borders are still closed and calling for the 
resumption of work. 
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Communique—Radio, TV Stations Accessible 
ABO4 12130391 Lome Voix de la Nouvelle Marche 
Network in French 1229 GMT 4 Dec 91 


[Unnumbered “communique” issued by the unidenti- 
fied director of Radio Lome on 4 December] 


[Text] The director of Radio Lome invites all employees 
to report for duty upon hearing this communique. Mean- 
while, he informs listeners that the radio and television 
houses are freely accessible now. 


Opposition Leader's House Set Ablaze 


ABO412110691 Paris AFP in French 0905 GMT 
4 Dec 91 


[Text] Lome, 4 Dec (AFP)}—The residence of Mr. Edem 
Kodjo, former OAU secretary general and chairman of 
the Togolese Union for Democracy, one of the main 
parties of the democratic transition, was set on fire in 
Lome last night, but there were no casualties, a member 
of his family reported today. According to this source, 
only some night guards were at the residence at the time 
of the disaster. They did not identify the perpetrators of 
the aggression. 


Mr. Kodjo, who is also a member of the High Council of 
the Republic, [HCR] whose dissolution was demanded 
by the putschists, has, like most of the remaining 78 
HCR members, “gone into hiding in a safe place” since 
the start of the crisis. 


On 29 November, a day after the military uprising, he 
signed a joint appeal by 12 political parties inciting the 
people to engage in “civil disobedience” and calling for 
an “indefinite general strike.” He is one of the political 
figures ordered by the putschists to repor: at the Armed 
Forces Headquarters. 


Koffigoh Comments on 3 Dec Events 


ABO4 12102591 Paris AFP in French 0833 GMT 
4 Dec 91 


[Text] Lome, 4 Dec (AFP)}—Togo’s transitional Prime 
Minister Joseph Kokou Koffigoh told AFP today that he 
“had freedom of movement” and was in his private 
residence in Lome. Mr. Koffigoh was captured yesterday 
morning by soldiers who had launched a violent attack 
on the seat of government, which resulted in the deaths 
of 17 people and the wounding of 60 others. He was then 
led to the residence of the head of state, General Gnass- 
inbge Eyadema, in Lome II, in the northern part of the 
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capital. According to the presidency, he left there late in 
the evening and was “led to his house under military 
escort, for his security.” 


Questioned on telephone about his status on the political 
scene, Mr. Koffigoh evaded the question: “Give me time 
to reorganize myself,” he replied. He added “I even lost 
my address book in the battle.” On the condiiions under 
which he announced the imminent formation of a “pro- 
visional government” on radio and television yesterday 
evening, he said: “I did not wnte my communique under 
physical pressure. but under the constraints of the situ- 
ation.” 


He refrained from giving details on the attack directed at 
him the previous day, saying only that he had sent some 
of his “people to take note of the damage done to the 
prime minister's office,” the seat of government. He said 
he did not plan to stay too long in his private residence. 
“to avoid immense pressure” on his family. Finally, 
answering a question on his physical state, he answered 
with an anecdote: “My face is a bit swollen because 
during the attack, the shells blew up some bee nests, and 
| was stung.” 


Koffigoh on Current Situation 


ABO4 12134491 Lome Voix de la Nouvelle Marche 
Network in French 1245 GMT 4 Dec 9! 


[Text] The prime minister, Joseph Koukou Koffigoh 
met the press this morning at his private residence Let 
us listen to what Koffigoh said: 


{Begin recording] To start with. today 1s obs sous!) better 
than yesterday. | would like to add three things First 
civilian Togolese and the military must abide by the 
rules of democratic discipline Second. state authori, 
must be restored in all sectors. Third. the countr) must 
be governed and I will strive to return things to norma! 
{end recording} 


Lome Shops Still Clesed 4 Dec 


ABO4 12153891 Lome Voix de la Nouvelle Marche 
Network in French 1230 GMT 4 Dec 9! 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] One thing 1s certain Radio 
Lome and the television stations are no longer occupied 
by the putschist soldiers. Moreover. the strategic ports 
have also been evacuated by the putschists That at least. 
we can assure you about. 


We can also say that our capital has returned to life after 
the sad image it has had over the past 6 days as an 
unavoidable consequence of the political crisis. The 
traffic on some of the main streets and the boulevard was 
very densz this morning. 
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What should be emphasized, however, is the closure of 
banks and shps. [passage omitted] 

But then the question that arises is how this new problem 
of salaries is be going to be settled, as the salaries do not 
appear to be in the banks. The banks are said to have 
closed in order not to be besieged by customers. The new 
government has not yet been formed, and it is feared that 
if nothing is done to done to settle this salary crisis, it 
could become more unbearable than the current crisis. In 
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this case, the soldiers are as much penalized by this delay 
in the payment of salaries as are the public servants. 


Curfew Hours Reduced 


ABO04 12173391 Lome Voix de la Nouvelle Marche 
Network in French 1700 GMT 4 Dec 91 


[Text] On the national scene, the curfew is now in effect 
from 2100 GMT to 0400 GMT throughout the country. 
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